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: Or ſome Chriſtian and Reaſonable 


PROPOSALS: 


Once. more Renewed ang Offered apainto* 
Friends. of RE ADING, 


' Conducing to an | Arileable | 2 
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A healing Epiſtle tothem.from-Friends of B R I8T'0 L,on 
| both ſides, tenderly a to meet all together 
again in their Ancient Publick Meeting-Houle. 


AS ALSO 
A ſeaſonable Expoſtulation and a perſuaſive to a —_— 
j ation, with ſome remarkable Teſtimonies added 


promote the ſame and ſeveral ObjeCtions agaioft ic Fon 
{wered , which may Tend to a General Servicc 
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Mat. 5: 9. Bleſſed are the Peace-makers , 

Luke 6. 38. Forgive and ye (ba 1 be forgiven. YVES. Tbs 

| Philip. 4- 5- Let your moderation be known to all Men. el Fa \ 43 

Theſl. 5. 13. Be at peace among it your ſelves. SS. IT SJ 
Rom. 14. 13.+ Let us n0t therefore judg one another any more. <L{jo; | 

Ecclefiaſticus 27. 21. As for a Wonnd it may be bound up) and je 2 6 

Reviling there may be Reconciliation. 
Charity, [aid one of the Ancients, is the whole perfeftion of a good Man. 
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An Introduction by way of Preface 10 the 
Enſuing Papers. 
R the yh pFgc 4 Aarne ed Fopartiat Bk 


or far ors of the Truth, theſe Following Papers are chief- 
an mo Cow auth bey. will be both 


ſuch, th 


4a (Sl ere ii am r.41 UN = 
*.1en, ) are mow 0” 4 more general g even for t 
ire 7 erty pa all to be found in that which-is more, (or 
indeed the moſt ) excellent way , and that is Feruent Ch "5 
the. Apoſtle Peter onthe the ek aſp fy re Feb hea 
over Y} alt rhings'so among t elves, for ( [aith be Et. 4. 
fhall cover the multitude of Sins . k 


1. 1r wa alſo by W's aim homme) ſe ad lr 


which is bath (moſt valuable and wa pt ig <= ah} 
all knowledge... 11g 0h +, and . 
theſe ſhall v aWA) tt. never nn And ( i ) 


though 1.Jpeak with the Tongue of Men aud Angels, aud. have 208.1 Cor. 13, 
Charity, Iam become as ſounding braſs or 4 tinkling C imbal.; And 18, &c. 
though I beftom all my Goods to Fed the Poor, andgive my. Body ro 

be burned, . and bave not that one neceſſary thing Charity, it profitfth 

me nothing, for it 5 jg long, 6 5s Kid, 6 ir envieth nat, wht ed 20t 

it ſelf, 4s not p ſily. provoked; and: con that 
Chapter, Now ( / lat he) Pe} Faith, Hoge and. C 

bat” the greateſk of theſe #s Charity 3 /o that indied 

as one well obſerved, that maketh a Man. abſolute. and 
perfef# in all other Virtues 3 for where it 11, there is alſo Patj- 
ence, Meekneſs, Kinaneſs, G entleneſs, Conftancy, Humility, Faith, 
Hope, Perſeveraxce, &c. For .it Bearcth, Believeth, Hopeth, and 
Endureth all things. . A2 Il. Now 


Il. Now all thoſe who are endued with this Divine never failing 
Virtue, and Live in it, can eaſily forgive one another, and are far 
from being irreconcileable, or like thoſe the Apoſtle ſpoke of, that were 
Rom.1. wnmerciful , implacable, and without _ Natural- Afef&ionz- ſuch--are 
31. very beard-hearted and revengeful, and who do let the Sun go down 
on their wrath. And truly if this Charity were but as Predominant 
amongſt all ſorts of Religions Societies as poſſibly a forward and furious 
Zeal us too prevalent, O how comfortably and ſweetly might they all 
live one with another," arid enjoy the bevefi of each other, both upon 4 
ſpiritual aud temporal account! 
II. But alas, there is ſuch a Peeviſh, Churliſh, Narrow, Moroſe, 
 Sallen,Strait and ſawer Spirit, has gor ſuch a place into too many, that 
unleſs People of xp of thys or the other Opinion or Profeſſion, they will 
not only be ready to look upon them as no Chriſtians,( or at leaſt not ſo 
good as themſelves ) but alſo not worthy to be ate with, in a 
Neighbourly and Croil Manner, n0 otherwiſe than either. meer \Na- 
tural Relation. or "ſome "private ſelf=end . neceſſarily leads there- 

—_—, | 
IV. ArdO what ſad tearing and ruinating Work ? What lamen- 
table Miſchief and Havock? What Confuſions and diftratted doings 
hath this uncharitable and unchriitian-like Temper produced in this 
and other Nations ? as in fome places. more - in others, many 
render-hearted People bave ow ro their great ſorrow All which 
might have been prevented, bad all kept to that Meck, Peaceable, Pa- 
tient, Condeſcending aud Forgiving Frame of Spirit, in which there 
0 would have been a Tender Charicable-bearing with, aud watching over 
one another,for Good and not for Evil,and not with an evil Eye, ſeeks 
ing advantage againſt each other, or improving. it to the very utmoſt 
| #00 -, And there would alſo bave been a provoking one another, not to 
Meb: 10,  W##b, Anger, Revenge, &c. But to Love and good Works, and 4 
24. 4: laying aſide all Malice, all Guile,” and all Hypocriſies and Evi/-ſpeal- 
| 11>" ings; and nothing done through Strife 'or Vam*glory, but in lowlineſs 
 * 1 Pet.2.1. of mindeach would have eſteemed better of, and preferred others be- 
1 Tim:s. fore themſelves , and doing nothing by Partiality, as is expreſs'd in 
21. *:-* another place. And before it be, as it ſhould and ewght tobe, all 
'..." miſt come to this, even to bear and to, forbear, forgive and forget all 
> tijuries offences and provocations, in which as the Ancient Philoſo- 
'5 Phers ſummed up the ſubſtance of all their Morality, ſo there is no 
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oa i anity without it, .lut "any grofeſs er. pretend 10 what” they 
cAJE. Þ 7 
- V. And truly very-obſervable it's, That of all the Commands in 
the New Feſfaitedr; thert'i3 nor one'ſs frequently repontea ſora. 
neftly recommended,” and ſo pathetically exhorred to; by our Lord "Je- 
ins/ ard his Apoſtles, as that one'35,'( viz.) Love one another; 
which i at leaſt fourteer or fifteen times, in the very ſame -words tx 
preſſed, and indeed next to that intire loving of -God- with all "our 
hearts, &C. it # the chief and moſt": principal part. of Religions, for 
our Great "Maſter himſelf Determined" it; that it wat by loving"\(wnd 
not by Hating , Striving, "Envying, Quarrelting, Abuſing," Toſult= 
zag over, Refletting upon, or Smiting one another ) by which "(even 
Love ) we were, and all are tobe known to all Men to be really. 
bis Diſciples;and ſo it is indeed as obvious to'all on theeother hand. that 
who ever they be that are in Pride;jn Enmity, Hatred, Prejudice, Envy; 
Revenge, Kc. one againſt another, they are not "his folliwer : *Con-" 
cerning which much more might be- enlarged, buf” 1 Omit it at 
preſent, deſigning brevity. | 
VI. Only this further Reader , pray beware of being Tinftur'd 
with that Evil, Implacable and CE SELEES 3 Whatever may 
be the provocations given thee, &c. which neither can forgive, ©nor- 
deſires to be forgiven : Alſo have a care of being influenced by 
that old,ſour, Phariſaical Leaven of Prejudice or Malice ,whieh too many 
ſimple,good natur'd, honeſt, harmleſ«, well-meaning Perſons, have been 
inſenſihl and unawares, by Converſing with others of a ſtrait, "uncha- 
ritable temper. dramn into the ſame,and though altogether Ignorant as\ 
to matters of difference, ( and.can give no reaſon why ) they 'yer- 
carry it ſo Shy, Strait, Moroſe, &c. | 
VII. O how this Leaven has d:ffuſed it ſelf among both Young -and + 
Old! And even the very Children we ſee, (not to-mentjon ſome others) 
are Tinftured with'it , as well as thoſe whom they imitate" in" their 
Oppoſitions, they do nor know for what; ray even'the neareſt Retations: 
one to another have ſcarcelyeſcaped, but have been. and alſo are influ-* 
enced thereby : So that it hath made (it being joyned with a forward. 
blind Zeal ) the greateft Confuſions -and Diſtraftions emaginable, 
both in Chriſtian Societies and Familie: : For here is Teftimony. a= 
gainſt Teſtimony,Conſcience' againſt Conſcience, Zeal ug ainſt Zeal,Qc.. 
of which we have had, and would to God we had-no ground 'to 


fays 


"fy, that fill we bave, and dayly almoſt ſee too many inſtances there« 
-of in this place. 

\\ VULL. .drds now '« to the Paper , which comains ſome things 
for an. Accamadation of Differences among Friends of Reading ſeve- 
ral Tears ago, it was drawn up ſome time after a Friendly Confe- 
rence was beard by three Friends of each ſide, (viz. R, P. Sen.].W. 
A,B. J. K. W. S. and RS. Which was beld 1 R. P's Houſe the 
2ſt: of the 10th. Adontl: 1686.) By which ſome Propoſals in order 
to. Friends meeting altogether ag ain inthe Anvient Meeting- Houſe 
Were concluded oft, — But ſome Particulars refnſed their Concurrence, 
ard one thing or another (there being an Averſeneſs and Unwillingneſs 
1-them to ut ) was unbappily ſuggeſted, and as unſeaſonably ( as 
groundleſly objefied ) again#t it, by which the good Intentions, ſinccre 
Labours and Endeavours of Friends on beth ſides, were prevented 
and obitratied. And to avoid 45 much as can be in this, avy Perfo- 
114l Refletiions 0n any \, The chief. occaſions of the aforeſaid Obſtruttz- 
ons are here ariated, as likewiſe what cauſed, and wherein it was, 
that the following Papers did meet with much like the ſame unkind En- 
rertainment- and.cold Vnmelcome Reception from divers thatthappened 
ejther to ſee or begr of them, is. aiſo_bere on. purpoſe paſſed by, being 
loath to Irritate or exaſperate any Particulars, However ſeveral 
Ancient Friends to whom they were imparted approved of the ſame, 
and ſome ſaid:( and that of no mean Note Y that they could ſet both 
their Hearts and Hands to what was therein Propoſed, as being that 
which was both Reaſonable, Chraſtian and Neceſſaryon all Hands to be 
performed; being ſo general too, and. yet very comprehenſtue,that nei« 
ther the one nor- the other can be juſtly offended. or aggrevated 


*#, 

? IX. And bad all complied Cordially therewith,it poſſukly might have. 
prevented much-of mhat. hath happened ſince, @s to. thoſe things which 
' _ have widened the Breach amongſe us, and before ever there be a Re- 

conciliation\or- Accommodation. of Matters,wbatſoever elſe may. be done, 
that which is in the following Propoſals and healing Letter muſt not 
be neglefted, but as the firſt. and main thing obſerved and performed. 
Lind being now they are to be made more publick than before, every 
one that 14 willing may read them. at their own leiſure. Ando tt u 
left to the faithful witneſs of God in every ones. Conſcience, 10 ſearch 
and conſider thereby haw farr they are inclined to. cloſe my 

an 
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and promote what is ſingly and chiefly aimed at bythe ſame, which is” 
at leaſt a better and more Chriſtian like and prudent Accommodation, . 
if not ſuch a Friendly Reconciliation of one to. another as ought. ta 
be, and which if the advice and Methods berein offered be followed 
neither the one nor the other will be Impoſſible, - nor  Imprafticable to. 
be accompliſhed. Notwithtanding 7 by long continuance and mas 
ny other unhappy circumſtances, and accidental or Additional Occa- 
ſons of Provocations, the more is the pity) that . differences among#t us 
are now come to ſuch a ſad height. S439 LY | 
X.. But if ſo be that nether the one or the other of thoſe be obtained. . 
at preſent as- is deſired, and-the difficulties ftill remaining ſo great to 
impede and binder the ſame from being effeted. ( for indeed as its 
ſaid and has proved mg" too true, that a Brother offended is harder 
to be won-thay @ ſtrong City. 3, and their | contentions are like the. Bars p1qq, 13. 
of 4 Caſtle ) Tet it is hoped that it may be ſerviceable to ſome and elp1g, - * 
to 7 4iſe np 4 more charitable and moderate mind in them, and 10.4 more 
Friendly behaviour,Chriftian like and amicable deportinent one towards - 
another, if not in our religious capacities, at leait in our civil con- 
cerns, and as loving, coprttous and kind Neighbours ( and. not like. 
Barbarians ) ve together. Friends may. alſo ſee by this that there 
js really a diſpoſition and. defire_ in ſame towards 4. peate and Recon. 
ciliation again ;- and it maybe obſerved intime on whoſe ſide the faule- 
lies, and who are nos inclined nor willing. to | condeſcend to ſuch fairy.: 
RI. 1tis bkewiſe well known, bow many Intricate, Knotty, Trous: 
bleſome, and Tedious differences, Gperialy ahve a Religious account. 
( for theſe are the worſt of .any,) haverveen at laft finally determis_ 
ned by the aforeſaid ;, for when all has been. ſaid and done that could. 
be, either | by the parties differing and offending each other,,.or by thoſe 
10 whom 1 has been referred, as well. toreconcile- them" together as to 
put a1: end to the ſame ( both-which is the great. intent and deſign'of all - 
references ) they behoved to bring it even to this 1ſue at laſt, to wit, to. 
acknowledg z;to forgive and forget all on each Hard, GC. I .- 
X11... And: this ſame thing was deſigned not- long ago to have been.” 
propoſed, by a moderate diſcreet Friend in order to have compoſed 4 - 
great difference long depending between ſome Friends here, But ho 
45 wich diſtouraged init by. the Averſeneſs that appeared 1n one ſide 
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; (.6) 
more than in the other, obſtinately refuſing . any compliance there- 
with. + 
* XI. We hope there can be none juſtly offended with the publiſhing of 
this, ſuppoſing thereby that rhe difference among, Friends will be made the 
more public; for that is too'mnch already known, what by many Print- 
ed Books' and Papers of Controverſy , and what by two open diftinft 
ſettled Meetings in ſeveral places, and by too many other apparent 
Tokens of a Diviſion and Separation among us: And there are no ſo- 
ber judicious and impartial Perſons, but will eſteem it well done in 
ay to propoſe an expedient for Peace, and to endeavour after a_Re- 
conciliation or ſome better | Accommodation of Matters, and that ſuch 
do not deſerve to be blamed, but rather to be praiſed, who do undey- 
exke the ſame, bowever deſpiſed and ſlighted they may be, and al- 
though at the ſame'time may expe to meet with the - Frowns and 

"diſpleaſures of ſome, and alſo be expoſed to the harſh Cenſures and 
* 'Refte&32ns of others, yet" the Matter it ſelf,” and the Methods therein 
propoſed however are conſiſtent both with truth, 'with the Teſtimonies 

from the Holy Scriptures and with ſound Reaſon. "i 

XIV. Andif any others do propoſe better, more feizable, and more 
rational expedients, and be more effettual than what is bere offered, we 
ſhall be really glad of it, and da deſire that this may be as an encou- 
ragement, "or an occaſion to incite and ftir up others more capable ſo 
#0 do, and ſo to be concerned herein. And inated it was hoped that 
before this time theſe unhappy differences might have been compoſed ; 
but inftead thereof it is ſad to obſerve how they have rather + 6my 
than decreaſed, and that Matter 5 ave here ng far wy thai: bet- 
ter, ſo that there appears now a greater need ana nece or 4 ſpee 
od Zod gr with ngnab Propoſals in order to .&: piellars 
tion, ' or Accommodation,  &c. Now Friendly Reader, not to de- 
tain thee longer, and to conclude this at preſent, we deſire and beſeech 
thee to Read what follows, without any prejudice, and in the fear of God 
ſeriouſly ponder and conſider the ſame, ſo then it may not be under- 
clade or diſeſteemed by thee. | 

XV. For notwithſtanding this undertaking of being Peacemakers 
or Reconcilers we may be raſhly judged by ſome, partial diſaſfefted per- 
ſons, and as fooliſhly diſliked of by others, may be too deeply engaged 
either by affeftion or intereſt, and ſo too much prejudiced, whoſe Zeal 
way far exceed both their Underſtanding and their Charity. Tet it 
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may pleaſe Almighty God ſo to bleſs it in the Hands of Some Mode- 
rate and unbyaſſed Friends, that in time 'it-may prove facceſsful, 
and bowever may be of ſuch ſervice ſo as to beget ſome living earneſt 
deſires, and ardent longings jn the Hearts of many ſincerchearted 
ones on both ſides, ani from thence there may be hearty endeavours 
ſed according to their | Capacities, and in-their ſtations towards the 
effetting that long deſired Reunion and happy. Reconciliation, which 
would be an unſpeakable comfort, 'and Cp of 110 ſmall rejoycing to 
us all, ® k | 
XVI. And which that the Lard-God Everlaſting in his infinite 
Mercy, Goodneſs and tender Cotnpaſſion towards us, may be graci- 
ouſly pleaſed both to grant us,and haſten the time of its accompliſhment, 
ial that we may all labour in the mean time to be a People morthy 
of [0 great andfo unvaluable a Bleſſing, and. ſingular. favonr : And 
let us all ( if ſo be at preſent we cannot accord. in other things: howe- 
ver unite and joyn together in our ſincere 'breathings, and © ſupplie 
ons, and with one Heart and Soul mightily. cry to the Lord for the 


ame. \ k : 
g XVII. And which that it may be really effefied, and  ( by that Di- 
vine powerful hand with which nothing is impoſſible ) at la#F'\ brought 
to paſs among ſt us, is that which is both our Hearty and earneſt deſire, 
and is ras the chief aim and ezd of the publiſhing the following 
Papers. | To LO 
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Reading the 1216,” Signed on behalf ofhimſelf 


6 Month, 1692. 
. and others Concerned, 


Abraham Bonifield. 
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The Copy. of -a-Letter; and\.a.\ Paper, Tending 
» t0-an"Amicable Compoſare of Differences among 
Friends at Reading, fc. Which is as fol. 
_ bows. . \\o 


>, 4 © ” 31 4 
Dear Friend,” 1": | 


T cannot but be a great prief to many of you, a: well as with w 
that fo © ſad Heats}, Animoſities US Diviſions have bape 
Fde\among” thoſe that" were begotten ro God by one and ef, 
buf Evernal Power';" That fuch ſhould fall out by the way is jn- 
hed. .** Altho" the occaftonrraken may be very ſmall, ye; 
the Encwy of all our Souls gets bis Aduantage,when he draws #6 4to 
Feutts,\ and) Comroverſies, to the negteBting the mot weighty" mat- 
op y thoſe thing rout tending 16th Þrejuce nd hong of 1 
ay Toner, \\Irnovent," and well meaning People: And as th things 
Have Faber roy mach plare in your Town, and partly iſſutd bither, ſo 
it will be well , if you firſt could hit upon a Recorciljation, that the 
ſame Brotherly Love might again ariſe, which at firſt was amon 
Friends one towards another; where then will the -Tnimoſities bed 
Surely if alt hud lept-in it, theſe things bad never happened.” Where- 
fore I bave been willing to ſend thee the Incloſed Copy 'of '4' Paper, 
Writzen by one who heartily Travels for the Proſperity of the Truth, 
and the Union and Trangquillity of thoſe 


e that Profeſs it, and ſhall 
eſteem it well done of thee, if thou approve thereof, and propagate it 


ro ethers of your Town; Where [ hope there are many, either weary of 
theſe ſad Diffwrbances, ar at leaſt troubled at them. 
If all ſides prove as willing, I hope it will prove ,4s Eaſie, and as 
Comfortable to you at Reading to come out of them again, as it has 
done ro our Friends at Briſtol, who had lo 


ng enou;h tryed the ſad 
effetts of Diviſion : And if this Efſay ſhould have any of the ſame 
effect ; 1 make no doubt but it -would be to the G lory of God, the Heo- 


whof the Truth, and the C' omfort of you all, the good Example” of 
others, and much Rejoycing to the Author, &c. 
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Here follows the Paper. + 2 


Omething once more ſoberly offered for an: Amicable Com: 
poſure and Accommodation” of ' difference; h penen «- 
mong the Profeſſars of Truth" in and about "Reading ; 
and which may be through the Bleſſing of God in order to 
their Friendly Meeting all together again in the Antient 
publick Meeiing- Houf?, if” all parties concerned be C oratally. 
inclined to. agree hereunto and comply therewith, which is 
left for them all to conſider of ſerioufly;'in :and with the 
Precs0ns Light of Chriſt Jefas. 1 1050 ot voiges 
Hereas it mnſt be acknowledged on both Hands that 
there has been, and is a ſad” Divifion and” Separation 
unhappily fallen out amongſt the Profeſſors of ' Truth in the 
Town of Reading, and that which hath partly occaſioned*the 
ſame has greatly proceeded from an unwary: managing of Mat- 
ters, too hot a Zeal, ,and Indiſcreet Inadvertency'; _ an@ 
though peſlibly there might be in the mean timea good'inten- 
tion in divers on both fides ;-yet' alas ! how have the Tparks 
of contention 'ariſen” to a'igreatflamey which* albeit#it may ___... 
ſeem "gs however 'we hope it 'is' not impoſſible to be © 
enched. LS & 
þ In order to which it is therefore in the firſt place tenderly 
propoſed, ' That it be Heartily and Unanimouſly concluded 
on by all concerned herein, That it had been more 'tg the 
Honour of God-and renown of his Holy unchangeable Truth, ne 
more for our proſperity therein and gathering of others theres» 
unto; had we all kept more in the Word of Gods patience,and 
in the Lamb like Life, more in Coolneſs and Calmneſs of 'onr 
Minds and in the ſilence of all Fleſh, than frequently wehave 
done, whereby the Enemy of us all hath,often prevailed-upon 
us, todraw us out to thoſe things which were unſeemly and 
unbecoming our Holy profeſſion, both to the wounding of 
B 2 our 
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our own Souls , and alſo hurting many others, and caſting 
ſtumpling Blocks before the weak, and whereby the pure Nanfe 
of the Lord our, God has +been much” Diſhonoured, and his 
Holy Spirit grieved, the Hearts of the Righteous ſadned, and 
many il] effects produced. 

AL | Wherefore in the ſecond place, its neceſſary that a true 
godly. Sorrow ſeize vpon every Soul for theſe things that ever 
it ſhould have ſo happened among us, and a Holy firm Reſo- 
Intion. through Divine Aſliſtance .never to be found therein a- 
gain ; having ſufficiently learned by this time through a ſeri- 
ous review and itnpartial Obſervation of preceeding paſſages, 
to be more wiſe and careful , more circumſpe@ , watchful 
and' mqgerate for time to come, ſo as to endeavour to amend 
what has been'amiſs in every -one of our own particulars, 
hoping hereby, that our moſt.merciful tender, hearted Father 
will be graciouſly pleaſed freely to remit what is paſt, which 
hath offended him, and favourably Countenance ns, when aſ- 
ſembled together again, - with the Glory and ſweet Senſe of his 
Bleſſed preſence, than-which nothing is more excellent or de- 
ſirable. yi | Sas 

. Hl. ; And; that.as we know right well he hath been, and is 
ready upona true returning to/him with the whole Heart, to 
pardon and blot ont many tranſgreſſions committed againſt his 
Divine Majeſty,” ſo we truly deſire to be of the ſame Mind as 
our. Bleſſed Head'was of, to overcome all evil with good, hear- 

Col. 3-13, tily forgiving each other - their Treſpaſses - againſt us, - as we 
"— pray to be forgiven our ſelves; putting on every one of us 
(as the Eletof'God, holy and beloved ) Bowels of Mercies, 
Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, longſuffering, 
forbearing and forgiving one another ; as the Apoſtle ſaid even 
to- the Chriſtian Coloſſians, if any Man have a quarrel ( or com- 
plaint )- againſt any, even as Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo do 
you. - And above all things, put on Charity ( the molt excellent 
of all gifts ) which is the Bond of perfe&neſs : And let the Love 
of God rule in your Hearts, to which alſo you are called in one 

body, &c. : 
IV. And. whatever imprudent miſcarriages , Weakneſs, 
Frailties, Infirmities , and unfriendly behaviours have been 
: obſerved 


obſerve.l onz towards another, either in our uncharitable aps 
preheniions,' unadviſed ſayings, or aQtion®, and whatever un- 
ſavory RefleCtions, Provocetions and Aggravations have' been 
given by any when formerly-together, or lince aſunder, we 
ſincerely -and'herrtily defire'( in order to: a'Cordial uniting, 
and amicable Meeting altogether again in the ancient publick 
Meeting-Houſe ) Thar all rheſe things aforeſaid and whatever 
elſe has cauſed this unhapp; Separation, may be forever burie1 
in the Grave of Everlaſting - Oblivion ( according to the ten- 
der Councel and Chriſtian Practice of our Friends of Briftol) and 
never to be remembred any more, or any to be upbraided there» 
with publickly, or privately for time to come. 

V. Whereby it may be hoped, that in time all theſe former or 
preſent/Diſtances,' Prejudices, Animoſities; 'Shineſs, and-Strait- 
neſs, with-all kind"of Antipathy, Hirthnefs' or "Enmiry, and 
the very ground, or root from wheace they have ſprung, may 
come to anend, and 'be totally Extirpated ; andin the roam 
thereof, that Brotherly Love, that Chriſtian Friendſhips, and 
Condeſcention, that ſweet Society, laſting Amity- and Sympa- 
thy, in the antient Life, 'and Love of Truth may revive again; 
and that Heavenly Concord and Harmony, that deſirable agree- 
mentand unity of Spirit, and oneneſs of Heart Soul and Mind 
in the Bleſſed Seed may over all take place, appear and prevail 
amongſt us; that the Bond of Peace may forever be kepr invio- 
lable, and nothing ever able to: break it again, and fo Truth; 
and Righteouſneſs, Mercy and” Peace, may- flow as a mighty 
Rives in and amongſt us, to our great mutual Joy, and rejoycing 
of the Hearts of all the faithful, and to the wipingaway that rc- 
proach which hath been caſt upon our Holy nndefiled Religion. 

VL That it may be ſeen that therE is God in J/racl, and [that 
there isa reſtorer of: paths,” and athealer! of breaches amongſt 
us, even he who-is the great Reconciler” of differences,” by 
whoſe reconciling, Peace-making Word of Life, whea'Ene- 
mies to God and ſtrangers one to another, we were brought 
near to him and into a Spiritual Relation ; whoſe Infinite Di- 
vine Power, which thus ſo graciouſly viſited us,” doubtleſs'is 
as able ( we muſt all: acknowledg ) as ever, to Reconcile and 


unite us again; and make us as near, and dear one to ano.her 
as 


itz)» 
as ever; yea, and-more than ever before z and that-it yet may 
be known: to all, weſtill retain that infallible Chriſtian Token 
and;moſt;certain; Demonſtrative; Charatter of; being the Diſ- 
ciples-of Jeſus, through that. tender- unfeigned love whichhe 
hath begotten an-our-Hearts,: and declares ir-felf/in bearingone 
with another, praying for, and forgiving each other, 

VII. And-that as there is: now ſuch an Univerſal Calm and 
toleration- int the Nations, as:to outward Diſtyrbations ; ſo 
weall may: pattake of the. benefit - thereof together; .and/thar 
this Town may/no longer be the only differing place from all 
others,” but that for time to-come-we may;-meet all together in 
the Antient tender. Love of God, meekly, and quietly, we all 
endeavouring that.all occaſions of publick differences as much 
as in us; lies may beavoided on-all Hands for time: to\come;- and 
that as we would not that the truly Conſcientious on the 
one. Hand ſhould ; be: oppoſed, or obſtruted,, from :doing 
thoſe - things that they believe /are their Chriſtian duty ; fo 
one bhe other Hand the tenderly ſcrupulous ſhould not be Im- 
poſed-on. or Compelled ito a& beyond their own underſtandings 
or Convictions, :or/ conform -to_ any:;thing they- are/not clear 
nor free in their-own Minds, ſo'to do in Matters purely Con- 
ſcientious. | And- thus an equal liberty is allowed to both, and 
whichall Chriſtians ought to grant one to another. For as one 
well aid, none but God alone hath power to impoſea Law up- 
onthe Conſcience of any Man to which it ought to be ſubject 
ay obliging by-it-ſelf. T his Concluſian- is proved by theiwords 
of the Apoſtle, There is but -one-Lawgiver-who can both ſave 
and deſtroy ; There is nothing ( faid another ) in the Primi- 
tive Church deſerves greater Imitation than in that admirable 
Temper, Moderation, &&K and Condeſcention, which was uſ- 
edin-it, towards all the Members of it- And to ſeparate Good- 
neſs and Mercy:from God, Compaſſion,and Charity from Re- 
ligion,-isto. make the;two beſt things in the World ( God and 
Religion )- good for nothing, &c. 

VIII. What..is aforeſaid propoſed, is judged very proper 
and neceſſary expedients, in--order to a Friendly agreement 
and Compaſure of differences amongſt the Friends of Reading, 
even by: a mutual. acknowledgment one to-another, and forgiv- 

ing 


('13) 
ing each other, and ſome body muſt begin this good work: 
God Almighty grant that this honeſt , fincere undertaking 
in propoling theſe things in the Uniyerſal Love of God, in true 
and'tender good-will to al}, 'may be _ and Snccefsfu}, 
and have its defired effe&ts;” That over all;andid and* by us a}. 
he may be livingly Worſhipped, Served and Reverenced, b36y 
cording to his, own appointed Way, and in the Divine Order 
of his own Ordaining. © Bleſſed and Magnified be his Holy Name 
for ever and ever." Fi i2 F T1 30, i & | Dot 213 GI1:0 Ty rTG-y52 , 
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| . the moſt Eminent , Friends of 


ling E aft from. owe of . the 


- Briltgl of. both ;ſides; and. Diredted to. ſeveral Friends. 
- of Reading alſo, of both Meetings, which- eantains: good 
\ Chriſtian Counſel, and ſeaſonable Advice; 'a#d doth. well 

agree with the aforeſaid: Anit is" as follometh!'' 0 #1 


Briſtol the 5th. of the 1ſt Month-168;. 


Thomas Curtice © Robert Sandilands 
William Lambol * Robert Payne 
Leonard Key Fohn Kent, Jobn Buy, 


Abraham Bonnificld ' Benjamine Coale, &c. 


Dedr  Frifnds,. © = ak be 
E. dearly and heartily falute'you, in that Ancient! Love: 
of God," which did'#t firſt Feach unt6ms;"7and® pathered/ 
us to be a People, and which hath often refreſhed our! Souls 
and Spirits to our great Conſolation and Joy-in the Lord, and 
one in another. 
It having pleaſed the Lord, to take away the cruel hang 
* ofthe Informers and other ſufferings, that have of late attend- 
e& us in this City, and our Meeting-Houſes being again de- 
livered up'to us, it came into our Hearts, and we believe from 


the Motion of the Spirit of the Lord in us joyntly , (notwith- 
tanding 


( 14) 

ſtanding ſome miſunderſtandings and differences had happened 
among(t us } to meet and continue together in the Wcrſhip of 
God as in former times, in. and through _which we have found 
great refreſhment and ſatisfation.; for. by. our mutual endea- 
yours. to bury. the extreams. that- offen*dg each other, we feel 
the antieat love to ariſe the more, which brings us nearer unto 
each other , wherein we rejoyce and have great Conſolation ; 
and from thence ariſes the ſame true and antient love unto you, 
with prayers unto the Lord and delires unto you, that the ſame 
endeavours, may be amongſt you, that in the Grave of Obli- 
vion, all that hath been hurtfal may be buried-and utterly for- 
gotten, that ſoas one Family you may again -meet together in 
your antient love and place as formerly ; then will certainly 
the true love more and more ariſe, .and the hope and faith that 
will remdve. Mountains, and. the pzaceable Saviour. be more 
rejoyced in, that teads throogy and overall that which doth 
offend, into Brotherly kindnefsand forgiveneſs one unto ano- 
ther, wherein you may bz one anothers, joy and rejoycing in 
the Lord. May the Lord ſo tender all our Hearts and lead you 
and us, in the. ſame path, are the Prayers aad deſires of your . 


Dear Friends and Brethren, 


Thomas Goulaney - Charles Joanes 
We ſend this by our Richard Snea4 Cornelius Sarjant 
Dear Friend Fohn Os - Charles Hartford Willian®® Ford 
good,” whom we have Thomas Callowhill Thomas Jordan 
deſired; to communi- Fohn Love William Smith. 
cate this to you. 
g1.7-\ 
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A Friendly Perſwaſive to Peace;'or "ſome: 
thivg by way.; of an. Earneſt and  Sea- 
ſonable Expoſtulation', with: Friends 
of Reading on both ſides to be reconciled 
to: one. another, and- to - lay aſide all 

Heats; Prejudices, Animoſities,zyc.with 
divers Remarkable Teſtimonies, colle- 
cted to promote the ſame;and ſome Ob- 

jeftions anſwered, which . may tend to 


o o 


.a general ſervice: - | we 


_ 


Contains ſeveral weighty Motives, ſhewing the 
great | need and neceſſity ' of  Reconciliatis 
ons &C. : =S 


I. S concerning the Propoſals: for an Accommodation, or 
- Compoſure of Differences,&c. ſomething already has 
been ſaid in the IntroduQtion: Now, as touching the aforeſaid 
tender and healing Epiſtle from Briſtol, ' fomeFriends/-on- both 
ſides may remember, 'That is was carefully delivered to them 
by.our dear Friend Joh» Oſgood, who, after having imparted 
it to ſeveral, he alſo uſed his utmoſt endeavours, by perſwa- 
ding them to a Complyance with what was therein recominen- 
ded, and' afterwards divers 'other Friends had the fight and 
peruſal of it. - Fo7 50 os Pr, | 
I. Byt alas it _— too plainly, that it was'not fo tender- 


ly regarded, atleaſt not Anſwered, ſo as ought to have _ 
C n 


| {0a 
And indeed ſeeing that” to: this very day the deſired effets 
thereof are, not-pe+. proguecd,, muſt it not- be concluded, that 
there. was both 4 great Je and remiſsneſs, ſomewhere, 
and the whoteſorm Conneel ah wir, £2 advice therein 
given-toFrieads; was neither followed' nor favourably intertain- 
ed ſo as.to be practiſed? Now Friends its left to every one, 
both Ktiouſly to conſider, and alſo foberly to reflet upon 
themſelves whoever they be, that. find they are- particolarly 
concerned-herein; y and-,were Teally -the chick cauſe-or-otcaſion 


In! However it is _—_ that it is nbtas yet too late to 
andEnd-what has-been amiſs in-thisor any other refpe&, and to 


ry n impartial and -ponderous review: of the abovemettio- 
| a$td endeavour to recover (whillt there is yet a time and 
opportunity afforded,) what has been loft either through care- 
efs or unwillingneſs, which furely would not appear half 
ſo difficult nor uneaſfie, 8s may-feem to-fome, if but once- the 
manly part,or that ſelfiſh conceited revengeful-like part (where 
any thing of it is yet alive in any”) were laid aſide and ſubdu- 
ed,and the holy precious Crofs truly taken up to all Peeviſh 
and Stubborn Wills,” harſh and ſower Inclinations, cunning 
crafty Reaſonings and Conſultations with Fleſh and Blood, 
ant tothat untoward Diſpoſition of too much juſtifying every 
one themſelves, and as much Judging, and too -feverely. Con- 
demning others ( an Epidemical Diſtemper, which Mankind 
. is too generally and naturally Incident to; ) And ifthat even, 
P Grants morons  Femper', - 'Peaceable,” Lowly and Charitable 
frame of Spirit, might once ſo- prevail, and appear in all, fo 
as to-remove all all kind of Perfonal/ Prejudices, Private En- 
mity,; Revenge or Hatred: 
- IV... Thencertainly would not all-be'ss hearty, and defirous 
after -a Reconciliation, Peace and \Friendſhip” one with ano- 
ther,. agaig asever formerly, - they might be Eager, Earneſt, 
and Hot after Contention, Variance,” Diſfeation and Separati- 
en from;one another? neither then-would they becontent or at 
quiet, fill the ſame ſhould be brought to-paſs, or at' leaſt they: 
km thetr-utmoſt endeavors for a re-uniting and 'bringing, 
together 2gainz and it is but what the Lord both _— 
F and- 


GS) | 
and expeds, of every one = according to their Power 
V. That ſo the World and our Enemies on all hands, 'may 
no longer reproach us,'and ſay we are become ſach enemies'one” 
to another, that:it ſeems impoſlible” that we will ever agrce;, 
or he Friends'together again; :and that weareof all People,the 
worſt to be Reconciled, or that' there is not a wiſe Man a- 
monegſt ns to Compoſe our Differences, or elſe if there'be, that 
we are /very 4ll-natnr'd, and wholly averſe to comply ito any 
Chriſtian and reaſonable Terms, and'hear of no kind of -Expes , ..; 
dient fora Reconciliation, nor yield toany equal Propoſilsthat .-: -:.r 
would tend to a better Accommodationof Matters; and that'it | 
appears, ſome do delight 'more-in a ſeparation'/and'being di- 
vided aſunder, than"ito: dwell and meet altogether agiin,: as 
Brethren of -one "Heavenly'Father, and belonging all to'vtic 
Family initrue Loveand Friendſhip. Ni £9%19208903 
- VL. OFriends,isnot the one, that is,the former,as comely and 
as amiable a ſight as can be ſeen _—_— the Children of Men, 
as its exprefied very fully and 'e | 


tly in the 1 33 Pſalm. 
1, 2».3«<' verſe Behold (faith he ) How good, and how pleaſant 'it 
is for Brethren 20 | Dwell together in Unity! It js like the provi- 
ons  Oinment wpon the Head that ran down upon the Beard, dvin 
Aajcans Beardgthet went down to the Skirts of his G arnients astheAew . 
of Hermon, and : as:the dew! that deſcended upon the Monntains 
of ion, for #bere the:Lord commanded the Bleſſing, even life for 
EVE MOVE. ; 

VII. And.indeed as here is great bleſling that attends Unity 
ancl Concord, \ſo-the contrary muſt needs accompany Diſcord, 
Diſinity., &«.. and which is- very Unpleaſant, Uncomfortable, 
and Uncomely : And:as it is highly Offenfive anda great evil 
before the Lord, ſoils a great, andimay proves fatal ſtumb- 
ling;-block to many, and a-cauſe of fad reproachito 'Ke a eine 


all own the :{ame Principles 'of Religion, all ander the ſame 
Profeſſion and omination, and yet cannot-agree nibr theet 
in one and the (ame place together as Friends and Brethren. Plal. 1.2 
VIII. Doth-net this occaſion ſome to take up that complaint 77 22 
which David did-in histime, #0 is me ( faith' he Y that I foo © 
journ jn -Mgſech, :thet 1 dwell inthe — of Kedar; my * on 
2 bat 
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18.) 
1 long. dwele with him that bateth Peace 3-1: am . for Peace, 
K's oT I ſpeak: pe" for War. © Friends what true qui- 
etneſs, Peace or fatisfation can thoſe enjoy, or beſpeak to 
-. themſelves, who have been or are the chief.cauſe of this unhappy 
 Separation,: and do obſtruRt ir ſtil-from being otherways,and 
dohinder.an amicable Compoſure of differences, 'being of ſuch 
a rigorous ſeyere Tempery that oy are for exaQting tothe very 
"Wt utmoſt Farthing * 
Bs. . IX. Friends. Remember and ;the' Apoſtles good advice 
IJ 7 i > on yen" 1 monſters 
it Oy give place unto wrath.' Is not this one of the hardeſt 


Leſions Oat can be learned by too Re? ſuch in whom 
ws or 


| paſſion preyails ?. And-if the eſſors of Chriſtianity 
but once _/bronght to take up-their -Croſs, to deny 

n this one thing , viz: Revenge (tiether by 
-or -Hand, or other ways, as-there-are-too many ways, 


} more ſecret , - others more open whereby Revenge is 
= which is a neceſſary: and. material point: of true Reli- 


Ws Gene tential part. thereof 3 O'how ſoon then would 
Wi There bean end put to all the Heats, Broils, Conteſts, Animoſi- 
Wet which abound am 


i how eaſily then might 
| be Reconciled, to and at Peace one-with anothey?" For the 
aforeſaid excludes all' manner of Revengeful Retaliations, Re- 
* __ fleftions, or Exaſperations towards any,friendsor foes; and if we 
1 | erent as we arc in another place, F#.4. 11. 0t ſo much as to 
' ſpeak evil one of another, muth leſs toidoevil one to another. And 
+ Zach. 9. 9. Thus ſpeaketh rhe Lordof 2” ſaying, Execute 
 Frue Fob nn prreg: Samay reg Man to bis” 
| S _— wor the Poor, and let none of 
you 11 Heart againſt bis Brother. Read the 1 1, 12, 
my Judgment that-came- upon them for their 
a ing £0 to.harken, and: 3did not.do:as:above mentioned. 
. Surely, to be implacable is far from beigg like unto Chil- 
5 2 Cor. 14+ dren in-malice, as we are Counſelled to be 10 innocent and 
Be <.. -harmleſs, as they are; for we know that thoughthey do ſome- 
Fx] .times.quarrel together (and that about meer trifles too ) yet 
OY atk as foon _ me made friends again, it being con- 


trary 


—_ 


((-19)) 

trary to their natures to-retain long their- wrath, or/anger one 
towards another, as'it is ſo! with ſome govd natur'd: perſons, 
(that-/it is more like to Men in Malice thatare very rongh,hard- 
hearted,;difficult:to be reconciled/ everagiia) and Children in 
underſtanding;andquite contrary to what the'Apoſtle exhorts; 
to'let all Bitterneſs and ' Wrath, and" Anger 'and Clamour,' and 2" 3132. 
evil ſpeaking, be put away from you; and be ye End one't9+ ariother, and 
renderbearted , forgiving one' another, even as God for Chrift' bis 

ſake biel forgroen yi IG, 01242 39...) 4090300 xp1lod wan \ 

+ XL. -But we fear there-are thoſe whoare ſo implacable, that 

they will rather forfeit; -or :runthe hazard 'of loſing" forgive- 

neſs from God to themſelves, than to;forgive.others; and in- 

deed an unforgiving is a ſad Sign of an/'unforgiven+ perſon - O 

how hard may it go with many ſuch; :if the Lord: ſhould-an- 

ſwer them« according/:to: what ſometimes” they !may' verbally 

pray,/ and in a formal-nianner repeat” theſe words: oftentimes, 

and yet never; receive any -benefit''by) them, viz; forgive us 

our Sins as we forgive them that Sin againſt us, Letuch: read Mar. 

6. 14, 15: v. ſaith Chriſt, -for sf ye*forgive Men! their Treſpaſſes 

your Heavenly Father will alſo forgive you: But if ye forgive noe Mew 

their Treſpaſſes neither will your Father forgive your Treſpaſſes : @nd 

in another place he: ſaith, Shouldſt not thou (alſo haue Fong? 

fron -01 thy follew ſervant, even 'as I bad pity upon” thee; and bi. 

Lord was Wrath, &c. ſo: likewiſe ſhall my Heavenly: Father do alfo 

wnto you, if ye from" your' bearts forgive nor for) 'every_ one their 
Troſpaſſe 3 read Aut; 18; (from - the 23d..þto the 


47 


XIE Well Friends, itsa heavy Judgment for any. Perſon or 
People to/ be given up toan Irreconcilable and Implacable Spirit 
of Revenge and Malice; they [themſelves at laſbwilt have the 
- worſt by it. And the Lord may, and its -the: firm Faith of 
many;that.he will certainly in-his. own time,and. according tohis 
infinite Wiſdom, find-out-ſome other wayCif there be ſtill ani ob» 
ſtinacy;ſtifnes and unwillingneſs, )-to comply with, & Purſue 
fuch Chriſtian: &PrudentMethods,as ought to be complyed with, 
in order to a happy Reconciliation, Union and Friendſhip,) by 
which he will bring:and: Unite together the-ſincere, honeſt and 
ſimple-hearted on © both ſides, (_ who-are Innocent ' 1n _ 

| vs gÞdaT . minds 


{(620)) 
_ tothe Lee —— by-end, qe ry or 
defign, nor'prejudice- intheir:;hcarts towards any ) into true 
Lang, MacoandQexioogit And as for thoſe : who: do- continue 
Ki, Kant; and (high-minded,- will not in the; leaſt yield, nor 
by no{mearifbe brought/to be of a flexible, condeſcending, ten- 
© "= der. frame of Spirit- ane'-to another, but ſay as the proud 
Phariſee, 1 am 10 a5.this Publicas, or like to thoſe of Old, which 
ſaid; fend by thy: ſelf (or farther. off 2) Core not 100 near me for 
1 am bolier than thou, &c. let them bewaRT-leſt it-befal .them 
h as it did thoſe that even their Sacrifice became as Smoak j# the 
Ia. 65.5+ . Noſtnils of the-Lord, 'and be ebhorred their! offerings; and as they 
do delight themfelves'ina ſeparation (and at. a. diſtance -one 
from another, 'and- reckon it better to be ſo than together ) 
thathe be not.at laſt provok'd [to ſeparate and remove from 
then bis bleſſed Preſence; 1for though he:wants and bears: long , 
yet he wild ndt:always:doifa,: -buthhis -lorig-ſuffering ,; patience 
and forbearance, will come toan/end toall-whoabuſe the ſame. 
+ "KIEL Itis fad lin Provi.'123. to. That | ouly: by Pride. comets 
zomention 4 This'4conceive muſt be meant a Spiritual ſart of 


% 


Pride, - eſpecially being attended-( as for-moſt -part-its )). with 
vain-glory;[trong ſfelf-will and.canceitednefs,which with Singu- 
larity, Flattery-and Hypocriſie,its Concomitants,have been,and 
arethe yery Spring of all DiſtraQion,. and «the great undermi- 
ners-of Peace, Concord-and Quietneſs; the very chief make- 
bates; and occafions of -Diſſention, Strife, and-Contention in all 
Societies. ' Herennto abſo : may be added thoſe bulieitbadies, 
back-biters, tale-bearers and whiſperers, who run up, and 
down from” Houſe to Hoyſe ( as ſome have beet obſerved > 
who have made a long Practice: of -it,- under the pretence of 
Friendſhip, to both hear and tell ftories of one another, whom 
they or'their Friens do diſſaffet/ (They were/not amiſs .com- 
pared /'by 'one..foa. Aort /vf- Hawker i: of groundieſs Reports, 
which (they take in groſs, _ pane ger _ them out in 
Companies: It ought tobe the care. of every and wiſe 
Man to have them ſuppreſſed and- diſconntenanced, for they 
are . mortal enemies to all Peace and Reconciliation, Love 
and Friendſhip, andifuch are the Whiſperer and double-tongu'd, 
avi Eccleſ::28.14. itis aid, have deſtroyed many that were at 
Peace, &c. Theſe have been and are the main Fomenters _ 

tne 


(21) 
the'chief Incendiaries of Breaches, Diviſions Heats; & 
ities, differences both in City and Country, ce (> Ls 
which more at large, ſee William Sbewer's little Book;/containin 
a/plain Teſtimony againſt Back-birer's,- Tale-beavevs, Fo. Us! We 
worth every ones reading, &c. _- 

-X1V. And wherefore was 'it that the Lord: able no-notice 
of thoſe when they faſted,and afflited their Souls? Bea f 
faſted for ſtrife and debate, and fmote with: the | I. 
veſt," and bid their' Fate from their own 'Fleſh'; fee "Wſa.! 587 3, 
A- But'on the other” Hand we may - find how well pleaſing'and 
acceptable were thoſe prayers, which were offered up with'ont 
accord, as in As 41. 24. And ſee the benefit *of it, verſe $1: 


Andin 'Chap. 2. 46, and 47. Its ſaid, ' daily with one 
atcord in the Temple, \and breaking” RT to. Houſe, "did 
eat their Meat with gladneſs and ſigleneſi of Heard, 90 praiſing God 


and having favonr with al the People. 
XV.- And does not our Lord Jeſus prefer Reconciliation of 
one Brother to another ( where there i#adifference of ovghr 
between'them ) before Sacrifice, by laying s poſitive/prohibi- 
rion' thereon, -with"as ſtrit a Command, as ig Mat. 5. 24- 
If ' thow bring "thy Gift to 'the Altar), - and there reniember; 
that "thy Brother hath ought aganft” thee; Leave thy" gift and . 
20, firſt be Reconciled -10 thy Brother ow.) then come” and of - 
fer #: How little-is this rightly winded or duly praftiſed by 
many, who cannot bit remember” the: ſame ?” And though' it a1 
astrue that we fee one Brother hath ovght againſt-an ax 
and boththuſt needs remember it, -yet- its" very: ſtrange his 
they bath continue Kill offering, 'and bringinging their gifts 
and not mindfirft the chief and / main thing Fa vizs of ' being 
firſt reeonciled-one'ts anther; whichas'rhen their piftswould 
be more-cteptable to '/God ;//being"accarding ! to! his Divine 
Order'an& Command { wouldir be moreKervieeable and pro- 
fitable to- other's, *F Ho ' mach more- comfortable -t6" thein- 
ſelves than can be whilſt unreconciled oneto another. 2" 
"© XVI. Now gd is'tos much here in this Place of ought 
one- agamſt another” t66- > hpparent by-the' open ſeparation 
and” diviſion amengſtts * Put however one 'isapt to excuſe 
Himſelf, and fo'another GT ; and bn&'thinks he may as oy 


(122) 

offer. or bring his. gift to the Altar, as well as another ; and thus 
itgoes, and ſo from year:/to- year, the poſitive Command of 
Chriſt-is diſpenſed; with, and Unity and a'Reconcilement whol- 
ly-negleced;; and.its to be | feared that-ſome are become fo un- 
concerned in it, and careleſs of it, .that-its even but as an 
indifferent thing to:them( nay and -nort- enly fo-) but the con- 
trary is become cuſtomary 'to them, that they neither deſire 
after, nor much care for a Reconciliation. 

.- XVI1I..:But they ſhould conſider, that as Unity, '&c.4s their 
duty to;labour after, ſoit is the. Glory, Strength, and Beauty of 
Chriſtian Societies :: It was 'demanded-once of - Age/lans, why 
the Lacedemenjans had no Walls to their City ? He anſwered, that 
the Concord of the Citizens was the ſtrength of the City. It 
alſo reported of them, that when they made their Supplications 
to theiri1do! Godz. ſome, asked for. Rain,' and others for fair 
Weather: TheOracle returns themthis anſwerd; that "they ſhould 
firſt go-ahid agree amongſt themſelves. - Alexander Severus find- 
ing two Chriſtians comtending with one another, commmanded 
them-that they ſhould: not preſume to take the name+ of Chriſt 
upon them.any longer, ;-for (faith he) you greatly diſhonour 
yaur Maſter, whoſe Diſciples you profeſs. to be.  When/there 
. were Commotions inCe/ars Army, the very name of Quirites 
huſht them. Oh ſhall not that Reverence we all ought to bear to 
that Holy Name, which we profeſs, Huſb, or Compoſe our Re- 
ligious Commotions or..D ifferences amongſt us 2... . ain 
_-KVHI. The Mebometens, as one faith; live-in ſuch; Exempla- 
ry Concord, that they ſeldon- break-ont into'ill language z but 
i\they do, a third Man will reprove him with a fie Mufſelmar, 
fall out 7 And all is appeaſed. Were it not to be wiſhed that the 
Mahemetans were Chriſtians, and- in: this Chriſtians were  Ma- 
bemeteps:? To ſee an; Egyprian ſmiting.an J/r aclite, is no ſtrange 
ſight ;- but ro:ſee,one Jr ac/e quarreliing with another, -is moſt 
unnaturakand'mncomely. T he nearer the Relation, the ſtronger 
the AﬀeCtion ought to be. - 

- | XIXK. [Remember the tragical diſmal. Hiſtory- of poor Fer«- 
falem ; its very Animoſities and Diviſions. proved /at laſt. its 
fatal- ruin ;- for jt-was: not, only;(-as obſerved particularly by 
me))- certain -fign'-of- Tgin: to//the Jews : But one Inoue 
2920 cauſe 


CLE) Bd 

cauſe of it was, that while they were beſieged by the Roniansih- 
ſtead of conſulting together the Methods of their common(He. 
fence, they were-broke into ſuch Irreconcileable fends, that no | 
ſooner had they {a time-of breathing given'them by'their befſs. © 
8fr$,, but, they fell one upon another;-ſo'that they beciine their 
own moſt implacable Enemies: | Andſ6'it has happened'td tha- 

ny in.this and former Ages, as by manifold fad experiences 
hath been known ; and to obſerve ſuch Envy, 'Prejudice, ſach 
Animoſities, Heats, &c. \one to another: 'amongſt-thoſe 'who 
profeſs. to;be/ followers of him, whoſe Doftrin"and example 

was ſo. full of. Love, :Mecknefs, Forgiveneſs, Compaſſion; is it 

not a ſcandal to the Fews, ' an Opprobrium to the Gentiles, and 

an inlet to Atheiſm and Infidelity ? | 


And | cs tells us, | where Envying and 7+ 3: 16, 
ſtrife is,” there is ( not only) Confukic n.( | ih ay ns gh 2: 
if there” were 'no- more) but every evil, work.;., This. isin- 
deed very Comprehenſive : There are not only,twoor three; but 
2 whole complex or ſyſtem of evil works. always. attends Strife 
Envy , Ge. wherever the ſame is given place t9;-amongft 
any fort of People; and. we find that ſome. were ready--eyen 


#: firſt pure, then peaceable , gentle and eaſy to be entreated, full of 


the wiſe Man, and 
with the proper effe&s each produceth ; and if we judg the 
Cauſe by the effects, its eaſily ſeen, which of the two. is predo- 
minant. bs | 
_XX1. And in the next Chapter of the ſame Epiſtle, he be- 
Bins with a Querie, from whence comes Wars and Fightings 
D | amongſt 


"1 731 | holdeh np; however” 
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amaugSt yo #;{ what,even them whom he calls Brethren ) come 
they not _ ? This is bis | Anſwer, ' even pf your Luft: , that 
War in your | Members. Is it not from Ambition, Covetouſ- 

ab ane greedy delire after preheminence;! who ſhall be greateſt 
pr hi beſt; and carry the: biggeſt ſway,p:and'is not-that one of 
the <hief-cauſes of moſt of all :Quarrels,- Broils,” Contentions 
and. Animolities ? Therefore-its faid-in "the$, 13, 12, Verſes, 
Doye think that the ripuere faith in wain, the' ſpirit that dwelleth 
ns tnſteth- #0; envy ?.- ſpeak; nat "evil one of another' Brethren, 
he -abgs, ſpraterb "evil. of bis , Brother y "and" judgeth"" bis" Bro- 
her, /praketh evil of the: Law ,;\and judgetb the Law; and there 
145 one. Lawpiver, whois able-10 fave and deſtroy.'' Who art rhou that 
'judgeſt another, or as Paul has it in Rom.'1g.” 4-'\another'” Man's 


_ Servant? to his own "Left be ſtangeth -or oi a rocke f he Lyle be 


Oz 67 
" autped, for God#t able- make bim. 15.,JEt,.us not x the 
Jjudfeone anotlkt afty more. _' 7 R wy 


: We'are as rhuch "aided" ah pookibite hibited got to 


walkin'ſtrife and envying,as in Rioting and 

the ſormer being as well canned the. Works, of BY as 
thelatter,” in" Roy. \EA 13. And the.; ApolHle we alſo: find, 
reckons an creſt 


| of the, Works of the Fleſh, Enyyings, 
Ha Wrath and. Strife; and. though the eas 
' different names, yet may be all ſummed vp in one great Evil, 
pre by the word Enmity or Prejudice; and theſe four are 
= Nr wekt Erving that ken them cannot. EN ILNE, the 
as endtrad' 15,t 15 no other 
particular W thie im 0 jy pr ed Te ſo many. wards 
co aggravate the ſame as this, of Enyy or Strife. and when we 
are mann to ky tho "li, ;o a ww ſame Be, 
in next verſe It's a 0 n e Root 0 
biereineſs ſpringin bebe boſthe x w, -_ le _— Or 
moſtly, 'indeed, t » plc the + . the; Spirit in 
theſe Heavenly an Mie Virknes, hoe are. molt directly 
oppoſite to the aforementioned Works of the Fleſh, as Love, 
Joy, 'Peace, Long: ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Meekneſs, 
Je, theſe are all he mentions ( except Faith ) as the 
Frpit of the Spirit;)and: though: they alſo! be' expreſſed by di- 
aracers, yet. as. they proceed from'oite; Spirit, fo they 
al tend to one and the ſame thing, and which? the word Chari- 
ty-may comprehend them all. XXIIE We 


(25) 

- "XXII. We find that very early, even- Chriſt's own Diſ- 
ciples- began to ſtrive together by the way, and it 'wasabout; 
Who ſhould be greateſt too,' as*in Liuke'g, 46, And it was from 
their: Carnal reaſoning that'this* Ambition” proceeded'; "upon 
which Jeſs took a Child and'fet him by hin, by which chey 
might learn how Innocent and Humble and Little they oughe' 
to be. And in Afar. 20. 23. Its faid, they were moved, viz. F 
(ten of the Difciples ) againſt-their Brethren. © But Jeſus 'cal- 
led them iints'bim and faid.ye know that the Prmees of the Gentiles ex- 
erciſe dowtinion vver them, and they that are great exerciſe authbirity 
pon them, but it ſhall not be ſo among you, (and O that it had never 
been fo upon no account amonglt any who have profeſſed to be 
his Diſciples, ' Fe. )- But whoſoever .will be great amongſt you, let 
him be your Miniſter; and whoſorver will be chief among "you, les 
him be your Servant'; even us the Son of Man came not to be. Ani 
ſered wito, bit to Minifter, and to give his Life 4 Ranſom for munys 

XXIV.  Andall ſich who are found { grilty of the pride” of 
Life, of Envy, Hatred, &c. and are of a bitter fower Spirit, 
and do norrepent of it, will as undonbtedly 'be-excluded; and 
ſhut- out-of the Kingdom of God,''as” thoſe'' who: live arid 
dye'in- other groſs extravagancies ; for Wrath killeth the foot- Job 5. 2 
iſh "Man, and Envy ſlayeth the ſilly. one, and as Chrift tol4 
them plainly in his time, who its like ) conceited themfetves 


ro be great Saints, as with refp to thoſe upon whom the 
Tower of Sor fl Thy Cn that "they wee” ſhoners Luke 13+ 


above ali the Men that dwell” m Jernſalem? 1 tell” ye ray, | but ex- 4: 

cept yerepent ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh: And this ſamehe told others 

over again in the foregoing verſe; let us all therefore beware 

of Envying, or as the Apoſtle Fames ſatth,Grudge nor one againſt 

another, Brethren, left ye be condemned ;, behold the Tudg ardeth' bee 
fore the Doby." © 109 F850 DENY SVE'SY FF 0 / ty JT%<4 YE, > 

XXV. Ard let ns neither be of ſuch a hot uncharitable term- 

per, to call for Fire, or to command it (if we conld as 'Elas Lake 9.44. 
did )to come down, no not thongh from Heaven it felfto 
prejudice or hurt any, which far better Men than we are, or are 
now in bzing, were not allowed to do; yea, * though they had . 
power to work Miracles, yet no liberty granted*-them to' de- 
deſtroy or confume any” gt them: No, not even thoſ: who 
2 


. would 


, (/26-)) 
would -not receive Chriſt himſelf ; and for their but yery de- 
firing ſuch a thing in their, warm. Zeal,, we ſee he rebuked/them, 
and with.a pretty ſmart: kind; of,, reprehenſion. ſaid to them, 
Je know rot. what manner of Spire ye are of , for the So of | Man 
35-ngt- come to deſtroy Mens Lives, but to ſave them. Now though 
its true this is as good and as ſtrong an Argument as can be uſed, 
; againſt Perſecution, yet it is not improper altogether here to be 
alledged-alſo againlt a Furious, Fierce, Paſſionate , Violent, 
and indiſcreet. Zeal, Unchriſtian, and Unwarrantable.Impoſiti- 
on. of Matters. of Faith, . which. too often | has. appeared and, 
been ed upon a-Spiritual account, in more ſecret and 
ſpecious-like manner, as in Envying, Striving, Oppoſing, Raſh! 
Judging, and Condemaning ( Yea, and in cds, 3 too) So 


-XXVI. Neither let. us. be like to thoſe in the fame Chapter 
above cited, who were ready. to grudg and complain againſt 
one, whom they ſaw caſting out Devils ; and tho? it was a ve- 
ry good work and done alſo in Chriſt's Name too, yet they were 
fo Zealouſly ſet againſt him, ..that it. is ſaid they forbad him ; 
and why ?(not-that he did not do it. in the name of Chriſt, for 

e they granted that ):;but becauſe (aid. = ) he followeth not 
with ns.. But hear what Jeſus ſaid, Forbid him not ; for (Mark) 
be that is not againſt us, 15 for us, or on our part ; as Mark has it 
in-Chap g. 39. .; Chriſt looked on them all that were not againſt 
his intereſt, in the main, asone party, tho' others would ſeem to 
bave rendered as two diſtin parties. | 

XX VII. But rather Friends, let us all be of that generous, 

noble, and : cg Spirit as Moſes was of, when he was told 

that two others, viz. Eldad and Medad who were in the Camp, 
Frogiefied as well as the 770 Elders. that went into the Tabernacle, 

ſaid, my Lord Moſes forbid them. But his anſwer was, En- 

vieſt thou for. my ſake ?:(Here was envy upon. a ſpecious like pre- 

Numb. 11, Ience ) world God (faith he ) That all the Lords People wereProphees, 
27. and that the Lord would put his Spirit upon them. And alſo we 
find the Apoſtle Paul: was of the ſame noble excellent mind, 

Philip, 1, /WÞ0_ was. glad. that Chriſt was preached, tho! itis as true that 
it. Jome(as he fays.) preached him even of Envy,; and ſtrife, and 
Jome-alſo of good. will, not ſincerely ſuppoling to add to Ws 

| Bonds, 


(#7) 


Bonds. ( Its like ſome may be ready to ſay) That ſurely Paut had: 
good reaſon rather to'be offended ;' with ſuch enyious and con-+ 


tentioys fort of Preachers; and that tho? they preached the:truth, 
which was Chrift, yet he might-well have oppoſed or-with= 
ſtood * them, but 'he was not''of ſucha hot Temper, though he: 


gave them not place by ſubjeQion neither , as to ſomeother. 


more private concerns, but was kept however out of. both ex-. 
treams in moderation.” What then : (ays he Y?.-Notwith= 
ſtanding every way , whether 'in pretence or in truth,/:Chriſt 
 X XVIII. ThereforeFriends, pray let that compaſſionate Temper, 
moderate,and moſt excellent ChriſtianVertue of Charity,not'on= 
P An pretended to,or much talkt ery neg do) but really 


een and practically demonſtrated” by its Eruitsy- that we are in- 
deed -indyed* therewith;-and *that in Forging" Embracing, 
. and receiving” one” another® as*Brethren,' who! do agree in the 


main and ſubſtantial Points and Principles of > Truth, -and 
wherein we differ in our Judgment of ſome things which are 
but Externals and Cireumſtanthls; tiet-us not however continue 
ſill falling out by the Way about the-ſarhe;:for-why-ſhould-we 
do'ſo, being as tender-hearred''5oſeph, who faid:to.his Brethren, 
and ſo treated them as ſuch with'greatCompaſſion:and Aﬀection, 


notwithſtanding they had greatly abuſed him, ; See that ye fallnor En, 45. 
ont by the way.” And ſeeing weareBrethren-(or-ought-ſo tobe, *+ 


and accounted as ſich;Nhowever flighted/” undervalued; and deſs 
Piſed by one another Y why Thould we contend and quarrel 2 
Wemuſt all conclude its of the Enemy, and hisworkarſt to 
ſcatter and divide us, and to lead into - Separation, Diviſion, 
and Contention, and then” the more 'both to weaken and rule 
OVer mugs © £9 44 hot | $ £194 YF« KO sSG. 2: 3 9365 
'' XXIX. And*wefind/how-early the-Enemy begat-differences 3 
even in Abels time he raiſed up a''Spirit-of Enmity and Envy 
in "the Heart of Cas ' againſt his Brother ; and .in Abra- 
hams time he, endeavoured to cauſe a Separation and Contenti- 
'on between him and his Brether - Lot - But if we do walk 
in'the Steps of that: faithful Patriarch, we -would be: as-careful 
a$'he-was to prevent our Adverſary, that ſows Diſcord amongſt 
Brethren ;' and we have'the ſame'reaſon to urge-in the Caſe = 

wi 


is preached, and therein do I rejoyce, yea, | I will rejoyce. ' 


(-28)) 
he had, ant the: ſame” Argument to'plead- againſt it as hedid 
For thus he Expoſtulated with his Brother upon, ſome. difference, 
that was: likely ;-to happen;between-them.:  Ler there be. pe: 
frife' (faith je 1rpriy ahee' between me and thee... between 
rhy Herdimer Herdemey (and why. 2.) for we are Brethren: 4 
wh ſo they wiſel Ts diſcreetly, and like two loving Brethren 
the difference 'themſelves, between themſelves z and 
; Peacable Abrahenr, [that madethe ficſt, offer, was the bet- 
rbpit. afterwards 4n; many :xeſpeQs, as may be ſeen Gen 
13870157! oy 1- e692. e anyoio bob i 

XXX And i d75 7.26; its ſaid,that Moſes,that meek | Man n- 
ſed the very ſame Plea-as beforeyſhe ſeeing two Hebrews ſtriving 
together, the next. day (its ſaid); be hewed himfelf untothem as 
they ſtrove; 'and would: have, ſet, them-2t. one: againy, nr 


Sirs,, yeare' Brethren 3: Why ao, [ye | wrong ; one. t0, 
indeed in-all for farts 0h quarry and fallings. io wrong 
lies not only on the one; parties-lade, but is mutual 3 and t 


both are to be partly ryan y in--one reſpe&t or other, yet 
one. may be more in- the; wrong than, the other, and one more 
wrohged too than: 4 eh 21. Buk-ts certain they are moſt of all 
in the wrong,0and. moſt-;to.be:blamed who :will.not admit ofa 
Reconciliation, - or refuſe to. y--with ſuch rational and 
Chriſtian like Expedients that t to'it.; and as, one well ob- 
ſerves from -the zaforeſaid Scripture, he that. would. not hear 
of the'/putting a ſtop to the quarrel, it. was he that re epradched 
with: the: afhiſtance he had given the, Day. ay to an 
If-ariite againſt af > ſo-enraged he was at the friendly 
wig agen of - Moſes in the Matter, that he ſeems concerned 
for: the Egypriar: that was killed 3 a- publick Enemy being leſs 
hated than a Brother, when theſe Domeſtick Feuds are raiſed to 
any: height, even then a Reconcdler becomes more odious - than 
al as isobfcrved by many, ),.7/,. 

"XX X1. And: indeed. it often happens, that he who goes a- 
bout to part a Frey, in all. likelyhood will have Blows on both 
fides,eſpecially where the Oppolites and Combatants are Fierce 
and Violent; he:/thet is eager 4n any one fade, ſhalt be ſure to find 
ſome-:faſt Friend, but he that endeavours to, be a, Reconciler and 
as a Medliator betwixt,both, bewailing/and being greatly grieved 


(29) 

at the miſerable Loſs, Hirt.and Ruinthithappens'tothe whole, 
and doth but ſet. a foor forward xp 'make''up the Breach, will 
find few. to. take /his-parc;( and thatiis- 006 reaſorr why there 
are: not more Moderators':and :Recongilers-amongſt ! 
moſt love theirieaſe, roo. maciy,,ndas they. uſe ro fay,; toiflecpi 
a wholteskin}but-ſhall be fate'rohavemanylaboutthis Ears; and 
therefore we may obſerve that after it' is faid;bleſſed ave the Peace» 
makers, it is. unmediately added alſo, bleſſtd''are' they that are 
Derſeeuted; Bec)! Vi YOGI DABII2DNOS <t 113 
1; XXXU-Butwe)hope better things 6fmeny of theiy thintodo 
£; dy ſachavappear in healing andte-paiving Breathes _— 
uz /and that it! world be far more becoming is] who profe 

that glorious peaceable Goſpel of our Lord -Jefiisgi which | as/it 
tendsto bring Glory'ro-God-on;high, 'ſo- does "it'nd-'tefsCon- 
giuce tovpeade Ow Rarch (rh. jnot; ro clp"Eatellywpertifh 
ang» znq4ito, good. will towerds' all” Meh) a0 would he 
more Chriftianagd Prudent-like'vn' vs} in thats Meck, "Gencds, 
Charitable and Sybmiſive Condeſcending Mind, -x6'fay one” ta 
another, Come Friends, let'nsnow lay” afide- all 'one” Animoſi> 
ties//Hents'and Feads-;\1er us compare» the" Irwp *y 
Weight of thoſe things in which weagtee, witHthatin' which 
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we differ,and ſee which ought to ballance us moſt; let us*nbw 


be reconciled and made Friends together again; let us lay afide 
all Prejudice and Pertinacy, wait together in lowlineſs of heart, 
and feel that ancient ſpring of Love and divine Life to Unite 
and Cement ns intosthat bleſſed Fellowſhip, Unity and Con= 
cord, and in the ſame, let us begin afreſh again, and what is 
Paſt be remembred no more, than if it never had been; let us 
forget thoſe things that are behind, and let us preſs towards 
that great and glorious Prize we all have had in our view: Has 
not alas the Controverſie and Differences been too 'too long 
kept on foot, and keept up between us, both to our ſhame and 
ſorrow? Its now more than high time for us all to leave off 
contendings and ftrivings together, and quietly ſubmit in the 
{'ove bf God one to another, and lay aſide on both hands, all 
things tending to Controverſies, Differences #nd all manner of 
Prejudices, opprobious Refleftions, undecent Recriminations, 
and odious Compariſons. 


XXX111. O let us not diſpute the matter in the anger and w_ 
0 


»+© q® ,f 


Phil. 2. 
I, 2, 3. 


(y>) 
of-0ur Spirits any-more;but if we wilt ſtrivelet it be then,who 
hall exceed moſt -in Temperance, Patience, Love and: For- 
-bearance,who moſt Charitable and Moderate,and who ſhall moſt 
: follow-after-thoſe:things which make for Peace and Concord, 
-andthings wherewithone may edifice one: another;-let-us) nor 
any -more -underyalue: both- our-ſelves, and: alſo. (which is 
more”) the very common Intereſt of Truth, and of our' Holy 
Religion. Let us.therefore be. of a tractable or. treatable, Temper, 
and Comply and Condeſcend without any more ado,-withouc 
Reaſoning this, or Conſulting other vow RENE in 


all would fave it's 'own- Reputation ith reaſonable Exped 
and Chriſtian Propoſals, let us revly fully, 'and from 
our our Hearts Fhoekes one ot &c. as the rape het ke cm 


of ; others. = 
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Contains a Colleftion of divers remarkable Th. 
ſtimonies, ſuitable tothe Subjedt treated on. 
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yeth, they nevertheleſs Reconcile them | for + Obſ. 
ſake of that Common Profeſſion, to which. they have. con- 4Themiſt 
| Þ + —_ in bis Ora* 


ity, faith, The Time 'will — 


4 


efiaſtical Polity, faith 
come when three words with Charity and Meckneſfs, ſhall re ere were 


with diſdainful ſharpneſs; or he might have added" twice 300g «nngft the 
Sermons framed from Mens” inventions, and delivered with Joſe — mo 
the greateſt Eloquence or Acuteneſs of Wit. . A late Ingenuous gc” ' 
Author, fays, Htruft in the” Almighty God, that Contentions 
with ns; 'are "now at the' higtieſt” float, and that the day will 
' come (for what cauſe is there of deſpair ) when the Paſſions 
of former Enmity being allayed, Men ſhall with ten times re- 
doubled tokens of unfeigned reconciled Love, ſhew themſelves 
each to.other the ſame,, which 7oſeph and the Brethren, of Jo- 
ſeph were at the time of their enterview in EZeypr. ... -__-., 
Itt. "There was a leng feud between Themiſtocles and Ariſes- 
des + But being both imployed in ed ding of their WO 
$- 
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Ariſtides beſpakeThemsſocles thus, If we be wiſe its high time we 
ſhould now leave off this vainEnvy & Spite we have a long time 
born eachother 3 And that we ſhould enter into another ſort 
of Envy more honourable and proficable, I mean, which of us 
two ſhalldo' his beſt endeayour to ſave Greece : To which The- 
miſtocles made this anſwer, 1 am ſorry Ariftides that herein 
your Honeſty appeareth greater than mine; bat ſeeing it is that 
you have deſerved the Honour in beginning and procuring ſuch 
a Commendable Strife between us, I will henceforth endeavour 
to exceed you. in continuing this your defire.Oh/that, Saints(fays 


- the Author upon this ) would learn Heathens to lay aſide” their 


_ 
. 
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+++... the Chriſtians are now bound to obſerve) or elſe it is not. Cal- 
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particular differences. to mind. publick advantage. Shall - 
Heathens be better at ſelf-denial than Chriſtians? 
_ Canſinuc tells us of one Raymwndys Lullins, who. was ſo ravir- 
ſhed with Love, that being asked any thing, .he would anſwer, 
nothing but Lofe. - Where dwelleſt thon? With Love. To 
whom belongeſt thou ? to Love. From whence comeſt thou? 
From Love? Whether goelſt thou? To Love, &c, _ | 
_. IV. It was well obſerved by a Learned and  Judicious, Per- 
fon, That the Unity: and "Peace, that was then, viz. 1n the ear- 
ly, and indeed the beſt Times of Chriſtianity amonſt Chriſti 
ans ) mide Religion. amiable in. the judgment of Impartial 
Heathens; Chriſtians were then known by the Benignity and 
Sweetneſs of their diſpoſition, by the. Candor and Ingenuity 


\,,t25! of then Spicith by their mutual Love, Forbearance and Con- 
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tion one to another, Theſe were indeed. bleſſed Marks, 
vit either this is not. the praRtice of Chriſtianity, (viz. a Duty 


culated for our Mcridian , where the Spirits of men are of 
too high an Elevation for it; for if Pride and Uncharitableneſs, 
Rom boy Envy, if Animoſities and Contentions were but, 

ie marks .of true Chriſtians, . Diogenes need never light his 
Lamp at Noon to find ont ſuch anrong vs ; but if a Spirit of 
Meekneſs, Gentleneſs and Condeſcenſion; if a ſtooping to the 
weakneſſes and infirmities of one another; if purfait after 
Peace when it flies from us, be the Indiſpenſfible Duties and 
CharaQteriſtical Notes of Chriſtians, it may. poſſibly, be a diffi- 
g A nyo to find ent ſuch, . for the crouds of thoſe that ſhel- 
Tchemſelyes under that Glorious Name. V. Ter- 
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V. *Tertulian that Famonr and Learned Apologiſt, publiſhed 
his Apology or Defence of the - Chriſtians againſt the accuſari- 
ons of the Gerriles/inthe xoth. Year of the Empire of Severns; 
in the Year of our Lord 204. Among/many other excellent ſay«! 
ings thererein take theſe few; / 19 (41 M6 oit'y 

It is equally forbidden us to wiſh to doevil;-or to ſpeak evil'chap. 35. 
of our Neighbours, '&'c. and in Chap. 39.' But it is a ſtrange” 
thing that. this Charity among us, gives occaſion 'to ſome to: 
blame ns: See, faith he;/ how they Love one another? This aſto- 
niſheth them ;' becauſe” they hate oneanother. See (ſay they) cs 17 
how they are ready toe Die-one' for another? , But as forithem > 
they are ready to Kill one another. It muſt not ſeem ſtrange 
to you, if wecall one another Brethren, ſecing weare- all your 
Brethren by the right of Nature, which is [Mother tous all; 
we have the. ſame Principles'as you, '-but you: Renounce;the 
Humanity -commonTto to'us; -becauſe you are evit: Brethrento 
ns.But with how much more reaſon are they called and eſteemed 
Brethren, who acknowledge one and the ſame Father, to wit, the 
living God,-that havereceived the:ſame SpiritiofiSanftity;i&c. 
But «las! it was not long when they degenerated:from both that 
Parity-and Charity - that appeared/ among ' themifor the' 1ſt; 
24. or zoo. Years, and gave occaſion to Heathens, both to ſee 
and ſay, how. they Hated, Tear'd, Devour'd, and did: Bite 
and Perſecute one- another, how they: Killed and | Deſtroyed 
one: / another'; "and how they impoſed upon, and in- 
ſvlted over- each other, /according| as. they had the [Civil Po- . 
wers on their fides;and being unhappily once broken into'pieces 
and divided into ſeparate Parties and . diſtin& Societies, 
then. each ſide did ſtrive 'to ſuppreſs others , and maintain 
their own Intereſts, right -or wrong, as might. be largely 1n- 
ſtanced from the EccleſiaſticalHiſtories of Exſebius, Socrates,  &c. 
And alas! hasit been much better. of late Years 'amongſt, Profe 
ſors of Chriſtianity ? And how happy would it be' for Chri- 
ſtendom, it- were not fo ſtill even in+ our days! 

VI. In the aforeſaid Hiſtory of Euſebins, 1; 8. Chap. 1: is 
declared both the happineſs of the Primitive Chriſtians,” while 
they kept in Love and Unity - together, : as; alſo/iwhay miſerable 
condition they were brought-to by their mutualihatred;&c. thus 

E 2 expreſ- 
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expreſſed : Theſe things having: thus: prevailed ' (-fays be ) 
and daily-increaſed ( 4z, Favour: and Reverence-they had a- 
monglt all-ſorts of [Men ): far.and near, 10:that.\no Malice could 
intercept,--n9 ſpiteful-Fiend- bewitchy: &c., as Jong es. the Di- 
vine and heavenly hand of God upheli-and: viſited; his: hopes 
whom -as'yetheworthily accepted. But ' after |that our affairs 
through too-mnch Liberty,'Eaſe,and-Security degenerated. from 
the natural-rule of piety, [and after that one purſued another 
with open Contumely and Hatred; and when that-we impugned 
This was in Qur ſelves by-no other than-our ſelves, with the Armour of Spight 
Ano. Dom. 214 tharp Spears, 'Qpprobrious words, & that-Biſhops againſt 
e's Biſhops, and People againſt People; raiſed Sedition. Laſt of. all, 
the :0th6, when that curſed Hypocriſy and Diſlimulation had fwum- over 
grear Per- exer-'to-the 'brim -of malice, the heavy hand //of Gods high 
_—_ Judgmenc after-his wonted manner, began doftly!a little and 
raiſedly  lirtie-66 viſit us, ſo-thattheBerſecution-that -was-Taiſed: againſt 
vs took his firſt-original from the Brethren, which were under 
Banner in Camp; whereas'we were touched with no ſenſe or 
feeling thereof, neither went about-to pacifie God, we heaped 
Sin upon $in, thinking like careleſs Epicares,: that God neither 
cared; neither would vifitiour fins. And they which ſemed our 
Shepherds; laying aſide: the rule -of Piety, practiſed Conten- 
tion and: Schiſm among 'themfelves, whilſt they heaped theſe 
things, that is, Contention, 'Threatninge, mutual hatred and en- 
mity,-and.every'/one-proceededin Ambition much like Tiran- 
. nylitfelÞ: »:'Then I ſay, Then the: :Lord according to: the fay- 
ing;iof Feremiab' Lam.” 2; made: the Daigihnter of Sion obſcure, and 

overthrew from above the: glory 'of Tſrael,” &c. M7 
_ V--But  O Friends, how: contrary and diretly oppoſite 
are ſuch: Practtions; Diviſions; Gontentions, :Diſcords ,  &c. 
'Camongſt thoſe who dectared.theinſcives:to: beChildren. of one 
Father,” and followers of the ſame Lord Jews ): to that.ſolemn 
-and moſt fervent prayeramn; ow 17: which our bleſſed Maſter 
offered upto his'Father, in- the''Days of his External bleſſed 
appearance in that Holy 'Body of 'Fleſh, 'and which he poured 
out but a Jittle deforeihis Death /? With what ferveacy of Spiric 


>doth' he prayrfor! Unity amonghis Diſciples, -andiall his People 
1d believe-on thi: ?7 Its remarkable that no leſsthan 
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four times doth. he repeat the ſame ' Supplication; etd"every 
time riſes higher and higher, and more' and more carneſt -—o 
it : Firſt, that they might be one- Secondly, that: \Sey may 
 onein'vs : "Thirſt, that they may be one, evenas we 

And Laſtly, that they may be made Terfe@ in one,' Fabien: 
World may'know that thon haſt ſent me,'&c.* And how meh, 
and how often he recommends, and commands loving one ano- 
ther, none can, be j Fig who have read any of "the Books of 
ap Mark, he, and Fohn, called the four Evapge- 
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'VITE It was well obſetyed by 'one, "that — _ 


made the DoQrins of Meekneſs and Charity, fach 
in by. > pe, that he has made them the Chargtters y which 
. Ny NOPE may be. every where know 3 and this Spirit of . 
ove is ſo 
that: how hard ſoever it- may: be to' underſtand 'fome-of the 
other paſſages that are in them, yet "there is no Afmbiguity/at 
all in thoſe that ſet this forth. There are ſome of the Epiltles 
that do not mention ſeveral of the Duties incumbent on _— | 
Ailis yor there is not one how 'fhort Toever; "in Yen rnd: 
toveiis not propoſed in Terms that are both frongand teh 

And while the' Church of Corinth was almoſt rent aſunder; by 
variety of Opinions, and by the different PING ek 


feveral Teachers that had been among bm Wbrj> deqaroory 
mot ehter much ints the Fronts their! Difput t- reton- 
mends Love and Charity to them. "The FT obs 'fo 


lang as to ſee a great deal of the firft fervour of the riſtien 
AY jon flacken ; but when he wrote to revive that Spirit, 
rgument opon which he chiefly dwells, is to perſwade all 
ba "Wes ken: another; and he does that in the ſofteſt pay moſt 
gra Mi langag zethat can be.-” = 4 
ntroverſie concerning the Obliation that: liy on 
aiCeni, for obeying the Mofaical-Law, was judged by the 
me, » againft the Jublitters? and the inferences that depend- 
wy on that. Controvyerſie, were ſuch, that the Apoſtle Paut ſays 
they v went {6 far, 'as to tnake void the Death of Chrift,, yet 
the frine Apoftle is Gentle to thoſe that without” row Fog eX- 


"ett \ thoſe” 'Coriftqnentes, | were” tartied” away by "thoſe 
Judaizers, 


diffuſed through the writings of the New * et, -£ -*:< 12 
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Judaizers, ſo. that; he acknowledges that in their , obſerving 
them from a, good motive, they were acceptable to God ; and 
that- as the-Kingdom. of God, or the- Golpel,conbiſted not in 
ſcrupulous, diſtiaions, of | Meats and Driaks,: but in Righte- 
ouſne(s,; Peace, and Jay,.in the Holy, Ghoſt, 10. he adds, that 
every Man; was ta endeavour.to be: fully perſwaded in. his own 
Mind, and. was not to Judg his-Brother .in_ ſuch: Matters, but to 
leavye.him to the Judgment of God. -,,@,, _ -- | | 
--» » R; Antbony the. Great, ( as .Fgrom. , witneſſeth.) when, he. uſed 
Exhortations to the People to ſtir them up to Goduoehian 

} Vertue,was,wontto wiſh them always to keep in Ming, an 
lbs often ov upon. that Saying of. the Apoſtle, Sol non oxcider 
confiders- ſuper. Iracundiam  veftr am, let 'not the Sun:go down upon your | 
ions uP9. 1 rath 3 and this Prohibition he did not reſtrain to, wrath on- 


gd Joao ir general, 1ct. nor the, ;Sun,go down, upon your 
174% Wrath, Hatred,: Malice, Enyy, Lult, *or, any other. Sig ,. leſt 


1it depart, from, you as a” Witneſs agaioſt you. Pity 
...; Now-Fziends, if all thoſe, whoever they:be, that are Implaca- 
yan” an Ixereppciabeg on Untreatable Temper, 499 who 
+Chrovgh that too. powerful influence, , that Prejudice, Enmity, 
and Revenge which, has ſo decply. prevailed upon. their, Spirits 
bl pals aghs o..a. Reconciliation, or Peace one with ano- 
-ther. 3 and not only ſo.; but can very ſecurely and unconcernedly 
( which indeed; is ſtrange, but that ſuch ſeem to be hardned in 
. their. Enmity,,) ſpend Days, and Nights one after another, 
-payand Months, and. Years, to live at ſuch an Unnatural, ,Un- 
BEGPROnrIE 20,5777 iendly. ,, and, Unchriſtian like Diſtance , 
Strangeneſs and, Antipatby, and-in Diſcord and variance ; did 
; they, I ſay, but onceſcriouſly conſider with themielves, and had 
_that due, weighty ſenſe of Launching into. Eternity, ia ſuch a 
fad, deplorable State , as aforeſaid ; and how . ſuddenly that 
Morning; Evening, or Hour may come { leaft of all thought 
thought of by too many), as of all things we know Death is 
moſt uncertain, both as to the time and manner thereof ) 
wherein ſuch may be ſummoned, by that undeniable Meſſenger 
zto remove for ever from, off the Stage of this World ; had they 
F 5 ponderous, Senſe; of, this. upon their Spirits ; O. how 
could they give Sleep to their Eyes,or ſlumber, to their Eyelids, - 
RR - - | Or 
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or, take their natural reſt ſecurely or comfortably: fof ane' 
Night, or one hour, till they found the univerſal” tender love 
of. God,; and that-Good will ſpring up'in-their 'Souls; and that 
Charitable. Diſpoſition | raiſed-up- in- them towards all;Zeven' 
thoſe; whom. they may account as their greateſt! Enemies; in 
which they could heartily deſire, and as: freely and fully for- 
give them. all their Treſpaſles or Offences, as they themſelves 
would be forgiven of -God. 17 <4 03 exvraalsb If .noitz: 
XI. In which tender-Chriſtian frame of: Spirit; 'they: could 
not be at all-rſatisfied -in their Minds, ;nor- think-altever-well 
with them (nor. indeed can it ever be well with any; let them 
pretend or fay what they will, and-make this or the other 
. thing as the reaſon of their excuſe; and it may be-pleaded thar 
the quarrel is on Gods,or-Truths account, tho? in-the bottom, if 
it were well ſearched into, there is-a/greatdeal of perſonal pre- 
judice, grudge; dillike, &c. ſecretly entertained) till they had 
made their Peace, and were reconciled toall with whom they” 
be at varience, and at a diſtance ( let it bz upon what account 
it will ). or at lealt ways had done-what lies: in- their:-power, 
. and to: the utmoſt laboured and uſed all /poſlible-endeayours, 
and reaſouable means on their part for attaining the ſame. ' And; 
wherein any has done amiſs in ating :contrary-ta: Fruth;; we 
are toleave them to anſwer to God for it, whom they have 
chiefly offended, having ina- Chriſtian frame of Spirit 'clear- 
ed qur conſciences, and-in-true tenderneſs diſcharged that :in-: 
cumbent Duty towards them , in order. to their recovery 
and-howevyer we are not in the leaſt to, approve of the evil in 
any. ( nor even in our ſelves ) nor ſtandby them or countentmce 
them therein; yet we muſt beware of Hatred, Enmity or Preja- 
dice to the Perſons, which is a hard-lefion for:many-rto -leara , 
who do not know what it is to forgive, or if they do know, 
yet do not prattiſe it. M1 

For by forgiving is meant (as one well obſerves ) the not 
avenging of injuries or contumeljes, not ſuffering their Treſ- 
paſſes againſt Men;, Nay, nor fins againſt God, to cool or leſſen 
my Charity and Mercy tothem; but loving and compaſſionating; 
and ſhewing all effefts of true Chriſtian mercy (ſuch eſpecially 
as may do them moſt good ,) as well to Enemies and ſinners, 

; £ 


Note this 


well. 


The Biſhop 
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to-Friends;' This alas has been, and is ſtill too too much want- 
ing-among many-Profeſſors/ of Chriſtianity, - -* $4 
2:X1b:And:E-pray:God'thar all were of the Jame- good: Chari- 
26nfiderateMindy' as is reported of one Fokn, Patriarch of 
Alexandria te be-of; who had certain'Controverſie,” with one 
Nicet #4, # Chief Man of that City 3 And it 'being ſuch a very 
remarkable and imitable-Paſſage; and worthy of” deep Confide- 
ration, it deſerves to be Tranſcribed,” (tho*ſomethrng/large ) 
and added :to-i the foregoing Teſtimonies, it ' is' thus. y, 
matter was to: be:trysdiatiLawy Jobn:was for the Poor,  Nicetas 
for-his ary 05> ener may eaſily judge whoſe Cauſe was 
beſt:) but: for Peace ſake, there was a Private: Meeting and 
Hearing appointed, to ſeeif:they could: come 'to ſome 'Compo- - 
ſitionandAgreement; . they Met-; they :fell-t6 Words,” they 
were hot artar, a igreat deal of Choler-and'Stomach was ſhewrn 
dn both'iparts; neither would | yield a jor,” nor depart'an ihch 
from his Right; a great Conflia there was between them,  ma- 
ny-hours ſpent to little purpoſe, they were further off from 
agreementart length than before, for neither would yield to 
Conditions: Propounded by-eicher, Well; it grew ate, they de- 
more-offended-: and” diſpleaſed/ one with another than 
before' (as indeed is too uſual the'efft&s? of fuch Meetings of 
Controverting \Matters, &c;)' and- ſo' left the Suit/pendent.' 
Nicetas thought it hard to part withihis Mony, and the Patri- 
arch iſeemed to be in the right, and to-ſtand- our in the! Cauſe 
of Godand the Poor, 72119 £5 4 £012 5 12905 THR ohontt 
- XHI. -But yet when TVieetas was gone, 'the good old Biſhop 
weighed the matter better with himfelf, and condemned him- 
ſelf for his Pertinacy (how few will do ſo now ) and tho? he 
was'in a good Cauſe, andknew'it alfo, yet ſaid , Can I think 


s that God will be pleaſed with 'this | /mplacable Wrath, that is 


Chriftien jmpious, and not according to the Council of the Apoſtle? So 


ſofing 


fn 


the good Prelate could not be at reſt till he had ſent to Nice- 
tas; for he out of hand ſent Meſſengers of good eſteem, and gave 
them this Charge, That they ſhould ſay no more to him, bat 
only-this, Domine, Sol ad occaſam eſt, that is, Sir, the Sm is gojn 
down,” Upon the hearing of which-Meſſage there was ſucha ſud- 
dain. alteration wrought 'in *Ajceres , that his ſtomach _ 
41 own 
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downpreſently; he began to melt, his eyes did ſtand full fnolt 


with-tears, and he had much ado to keep: them in ; ont of daors 
be ran; preſently- after - the Meſſengers, :{or be made haſt: 20 
ſpeak: with the:Parriarch, and. Pg foul in bynpble. [Many 
ner-ſalutedhim-thus, - Holy Father, iT 206d he: | 
or any other tratter: Whereupon' the F 
. Welcome, and fo they Embraced each other very lorivgly, and 
| became good Friends.: - 4 
RTE == atten Dopod 
1m Ms 7 ian upon! Page '1:745 
and ſpeedy | was-the Operation -of theſe-few- words; The,Swun 


þ made. him ve TY coed: 


<4. TTY K - i firſt Conde: 
and 


7: Long 
Feat an 


going down for-/ preſently uÞon:the > ne to Ft Aoyrk yon 


pormrnemae bercit chem, which beers 


is going Sap fi hat knowcſtthod: warts chow ale 02s At 
gain with the [Surr:OT-NO; | and if thoudicſt.in tha; Night, without 
AP—_— Sean rp which : have 

» part; vhet Bleſſed:or:of the Gyrkad 1; w 6:40 
what thon haſt to-do:quickly, The Swi js going: 190wne! r1ÞAb have 
a care it gonot down-upon thy/Lull, or; Laxzary,cEnv5.or Blaf 
phemy:, DerraQtion:, Theft, Malice, Hatred; Pride .or,:Re- 
bene þ Se;/6r "__eu 00 art? RG | IETEPO> 

Oo 50 U5! 1 CG]T26 0, 

XV. But beſides took may be: ſaid- OF Mative or Argu- 
ment; and that weighty enough t00;/ in-Ats{Place. ,; as with: 
reſped& tothe going down of the- outward or Natural $7, to 
perſwadeall to ran? a | tractable and reconcilable. Temper, of 
a Charitable, Sweet, LOERIINS mo ceable;/ÞDiſpolition :rowards 
all.: Something/further might he alſo'ſaid;and-thatigf'a far more 


weighty mar oma ky that is;as-concerning the ſetting or g9- :\ 
ing down of the ſpiritual $7, 1 mean when the Heavenly divine" 
and faving Light, ſweet: Healing Infinences , and pure Com-. 
fortable Rays, reviving and refreſhing Beams thereof - are, .. 
wholly withdrawn from ſuch a Man, or Womanz who wilfnl-: 


_ 


HR 


ly perſiſts from time to time-in any 1 rreconcilable, lmplaca- ; A 


ble, Envious and Revengeful _ fo as at aft they provoke 
the 


(4%) 
the Lord- to leave them, and ſuffer that diſmal Night of Dark- 
neſs and'Obſcurity to oyertake and come over them, where the 
ght of Gods glorious Countenance ſhall never again be ſeen to 
* hinEypon'their Tabernacles, nor the divine: Sun:of Righteouſ- 
, **"" neſb ever riſe or appear any more upon their Horizon'or 'Habi- 
. > "rations. And this indeed is moſt ſad and dreadful; a& how-ſad- 
.-.- ...;denly this Judgment ( the moſt fearful of all) may be infliged 
--+2 Pon them, who do go on and continue in that which is bighly 
pn otfenſive-to the Lord; as no doubt all kind of Enmity, Malice 
... ... Haired and Uncharitableneſs, '/Prejudice:and Revenge are'very: 
+: great-evils in his fight, wherever the ſame appears, let them be 
; Covered with what ſpecious preten& or excuſe ſoever. 
- - -It'is that O Man, and O Woman, whoever thou be, that is 
"found guilty hereof before him that may provoke the Righte- 
©" ous God to ſhorten the'day of thy viſitation of his Love and 
Grace to thee, and that before thou: be aware of it, if ſo bethou 
ſtill perſiſt therein. And altho? for a time, to ſuch, Revenge may 
ſeem pleaſanr,and be as a ſweet Morſel, yet it will be bitter in 
the end,and beas Gall of Fs within them,And its poſſible alſo 
that ſuch may live as/ to the natural Life, and the outward 
Sunioften both riſe and - ſet, - even after the Lord hath thus left 
them wholly to themſelves, and his Spirit ceaſed ſtriving any 
more in, or with them, and fo in this reſpeQ, the ſpiritual 
Sun forever to be ſet, or go down as to them, altho? it never 
ſets or goes down as to it ſelf ; but its divine Light, Splendor 
and Glory, is' from everlaſting to _ and . which 
forever purely ſhines;' in and upon the Souls-of the Righteous, 
and all ſachas are ofa Tender, Merciful, and Compaſſionate 
frame of Spirit, and full of Bowels, and live and die in true 
Love, Good-will and Charity towards all. | 
XVI. 'And may it not- be fitly ſaid concerning Reconcilia- 
Filler. ds tion, Peace, &c. (as faith one of the Ancients,) That it is the 
og pecif-aqguniment of a Common-wealth, the Staff of Policy, the very 
1M. Tul- Badg of Chriſtianity? The very name of it (faith the moſt 
lius Cicer, Eloquent of all the Roman || Orators ) is lovely, and the na- 
IL.-Anne- ture of it ( ſaith the moſt divine among the Heathen || Philo- 
us Seneca ſophers, as he is called) is Heavenly. 
lice, The fame Philoſopher faith, it is the part of a my _ 
miſerable 


(4rt) 
miſerable man to bite him, that biteth him. Toſtrive againſt - ...,:+ - 
our Equals is a matter doubtful, againſt our Superiours it is \ 
fury, againſt our Inferiors it is baſeneſs. The diſpleaſure ſud-" 
denly quelleth, when as the one part forbeareth to contend: 
Hath he ſtricken thee, fly back, for inſtriking again thou ſhalt 
give both occaſion to ſtrike often, and an excuſe. for ſtriking; Seneca d: 
and ſo King Solomon, that -was much wiſer, long ſince told ns, re. lib. 2. 
and which we know by experience to be true, That the begin- ®P- 4: 
ning of Strife, i as when one lettth out Water ; therefore leave of , _ 
 Comtention before it be madled -with : For as in the breach of a -o5g Ly 
Water-Courſe , if ſtopped in time, will prevent the foflowing 
abroad, which otherways muſt needs. break out; ſo in the 
breach of Peace and Concord, when it firſt appears, if there be . : 
not a preſent and prudent ſtop, it will. break. forth, into open 
Conteation, for a, ſmall ſpark, if not quenched-in time, may 
blow vp 2 whole City. | Ui E- pe Þ s ''S 
XVIL.Itis a noted Rule in Phyſick,that all Immoderations are zz,,., 


+ & - 


and ſevere in their Judging, Cenſuring, and Condemning of 
others. Such may alſo read the 14th. Chap. of Pauls; Epiſtle Virtwſtze. 
to. the Rowans, eſpecially. the;4, 5, and. 10..vcxſes,; . And as one * 4: 
wiſely obſerves, : that in Nature we ſee all Heat: Conſumes, all 
Cold Kills, that three degrees of Cold and two'of Heat allays 
the heat, but.introduces the contrary quality, .and overcooks 
by a degree, but two degrees of Cold to twoof Heat, make; 
apoize in Elements, and a. ballance in Nature, &c;. Beſides, as. 
the Maxim is, nullum extremam eft perpetuum, 'Thexe.is.no.Ex-. * 
treme that's laſting, as we have had many experiences, .. ,, .+_ 1 
F 2 XVIII. 


"* Ho. 
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Plaerch © '"'NVHt.Notable and veryRemarkable is tharcpaſlage concert: 
4p*b. ing Silrine ah Heathen' Parent ("fo called} ) ? who! having 
many Childre2and SENE ſome unquietiigh ſhould gfow 
berweer chem”; tothe! endl he' might "the better 'perfuade/them 
y efitertain* afcofiftarit: Peate and Concort#between themifaves, 
 ke'took a Yheaf 'of rainy Arrows nd"offerded it” toeach of 
_ his Children one after another,” willing then" to' break' it, -but 

they conld not ſo long as the Arrows were altogether in one 
... Bundle. Ar laft, pulling forth the Arrows'one dy one; it was 
+ an caſy matter for" them to break them all one'after anorher;; 
even thus faid their Father it is' with you, ſo long'as you re- 
main united and love each other, no'Man can hurt or break 
Note this you ; but if once ye be difſevered one from another, by ſtrife 

well, or variance, every Man may eaſily deſtroy you. || 
| - Strife and Variance between Brethren; whether upon a Na- 
efural or Spiritual account, is a thing moſt'/barbarous 4nd” pro- 
vigor; and all Enmity, faith a wiſe” Heathen (ſ6' termed } 
Phaareb, edeth- within our ſelves a thouſand 'tormenting paſſions, bur 

eſpecially between Brother and Brother. WOri £2] 
NIX; When Sorratts ſaw Cherephom and Cherecratis, two Bre- 
thren,jarring and TRAN other;he ſaid untothem, ye 
Zenoph. do now av'if theHands which were creared to help one the other, 
1:5 & ſhould hinder and hurteach other; '6r #5 ifthe Feet which were 
#«8. $6- framed to bear one anothers burden, ſhould ſupplant one ano- 
048. ther; oras if the Ears, Coadjutors of mutual good, ſhould wax 
deafto hear good one of 'another'4/or a8/if the Eyes, ' which are 
.._ fellow-ſpics for the good each 'of other, Thould look aſquint 

. atthe good one of another. | AERIE Y 

Let none hold together like Szmeon and Levi, Brethren in 
* evil and miſchief, but like David and Foratbar, to preſerve 
one another from evil, &c.tts Taid of the former two'in Ger 49. 
5. Inſtruments of cruelty are in their habitktions. Or (as inthe Mar- 
gin) their words are Weapons of Violence, 'O my ſoul, come not 
thou mtotheir ſecret ; unto their aſſembly, mine honour, be not thou 
united : for in their anger they ſlew a Man, and in- their felfwill 
they digged down a wall. 'Curſed be their anger, for it was fierce; 
MN. 59. $, 4nd their wrath, 'for it was cruel : Twill divide them 4n Jacob, 4nd 
9, Be... ſcatter, them in Trac.” Pray Friends' read and coitfider = 
143i PA &-Y Cha- 


(2843) 


CharaQters of thoſe of old; concerning whom- it is ſaid; char the 


way .of ;Prace they fnowi#0t;; and if wedo: know it and:yer donor 
-welkn itz nor-parfiie-peace,” it adltbe far worſe for-us: |:/':0: | 
1: AN, Q. let: niot! our -Lordiwhen-he! cometh - firid any of 
us {miting*or-beating our  Fellow-ſervams, -neitheroleriany 
give-juſt cauſe -ro-Tay.'of them, of hiwofold > {ris ithowand 
thy Fathers Houſe that troublerh' 1jr aet, &6;;1thatido:chicfliy-obltrut 
that -Peace, Concord !and; Reconciliation: w"— us; which 
is ſdearneltly deſirediby many on! both-fidey; 16achimay:be ſaid 
to- be:{ as obſerved: by one:)/ neither [Activelp3Peaceable nor 
Paflively:Peaceable, neither: as'Peace:makers;;nor Peace-takers:; 
and To/in-ſome ſenſe may'be accounted; alſo.the Peace-breakers. 
And theſe are they that bothcaiſe:and: keep! vg Striſe and Con; 
teation,- and Diſtord among Brethren. Wheſe Torgars arc fall of 
deadly Poiſon ; which ſetteth on Fire the courſe of natiareg it ſelf bejug ſet 
oh Fire: of Hell. | Fot tho" there: beithat ſpeaktote:thepiercings. of « 
Sword ; yettheir words may-be fometimes-:ever ſmoorber thai Oyl; 
- "XXL The Tongue (as Ferrarchn ays) is the mighty 
Bellows: to [blow op; ſtrife 5/1 and grievous; words, 
ſays the:wiſe Man, ſtir up-anger..->But-the diſttetion'of:a Man 


Ja. 3. 8t. * 


Prov. 12. 
18, 


ffereth his Anger , or 45: feen by þi: patience, as-lome| renger: it; Prov. 19. 


and: itris; his gloryto. paſs over. a'tran/greſſitve/ And/as there-is'a ''+ 


enerfrion that are pure mn theiriown-ey F 
Saſhed From! their fikbiabſs CoEboth Fleſh Spirit) O hon lofty 
are their Eyes and /Eyechds:hfted up; fo theres a generation, 
Whoſe Teeth are as Swords, aid their: Faw-Teeath as Kitiues;" and 
are; there\not- ſome: whoſe words are. ſmoother than Butrer and 
fofter than Oyl, and yer bethty veryſwords, &c. | 

XX]. Remarkable is that: Golden: ſentence of:that Golden 
Mouthed Father Chry/oftorn, | as the-is called; Didft thou know 
( faith he) the worth of, Peace and Qpieene(s,; or” conhider the 
ſweetneſs of it, thou wovldeſt fell all that thou haſt to-buy-at ; 
were it prefent thou woudlf welcome ity. were it abſets, thou 
wouldſt make ſearch after it ; were itloſt, thoyu- wouldit -never 
leave until thou hadſt recovered. it; were 1t to be bonght; thou 
wouldſt think no Silver or. Gold too much-to procure it. 


P/2l. 55» 
> 3 


XXII. Let us alfo take notice' what Zawhery thafi worthy andp,, 


famons Reformer, ſays in-his Commentaty vn i393 7jat.. " og 
all 


| either the heat:or wiſdom of- 


(1 44/) 
-faith he; \a.commendation of [Peace and Unity, to the 'end-we 
ſhould eſteem it (as. an {excellent and Holy'gift; and that'we 
ſhould rather ſaſtain the loſs 'of all thingselfe, : than give occafi- 
on of Diſſention/and Diſcord ;/for if we muſt ſaffer any lob, it 
ought-to be born patiently in this reſpeQ; thatall other things 
through: Peace | are: recovered, / and reſtored again, as onefaid 
very well, [ never bought any. thing better cheap than Peace; 
for to the Buyer it bringeth-moſt plentiful Fruit ; for we ſee 
ofrentimes in-our ; private affairs,” that :[if-a'' Man / be content 
to-lofe ten; or'twenty Crowns, that he may live in -Peace and 
quietneis,”-he winneth thereby great Gain and Commodity, &#7, 
He alſo faith in another place , That truth is not loſt. by 


. teaching, but by diſputing and contending, the Minds of Men 


being »carried away by the heat thereof ; they neglect thoſe 


---1 things whichmoſt:of all they ought to regard, &c.. -.. + 


» XXIW:«And indeed; would-itnot bei both far! more profitable 
toall People;in 'general; and more / conducing to. Peace, Con- 
cord and Reconciliation one with another, to have fewer Books 
and Papers'(:and a \:happy*day- and time when therewill be 
none /at all-): of Controverſies, of [Replies and Rejoynders pro 
& con,” which dofor the: moſtpart of them ing from 

Spirit ) exceedingly: con- 
found, and clond the-plaineſs, ſimplicity and glory of Truth, 
and : ex and -bewilder:the Minds of poor People, and 
which alſo has too- too often/ih them, much of ſelf-paſſion-or 


. undecent: Recriminations,'orglory.of Reputation,: by-ends,/in+ 


See the 

| Cauſes of 
' abe decaqyo 
| Chriſtian 


| Piety 


 #ag. 321, 


tereſts or- ſome-private-advantages or other propoſed, -whick 
makes many unwilling to yield, tho? poſſibly convinced in 
their judgments, &c. And if there were more practical Trea- 
tiſes ( inſtead of the Controverſial ones as - aforeſaid I tending 
to promote-/Piety, 'Peace; Love, Unity, Concord; :and Friend» 
ſhip, in the Life of Righteouſneſs -' Foras:an ingennous Writer 
well -obſerves ; ' Phat our: Diviſions.have grown -upon us, 
by the negle& of practical Duties : For as every age degenera- 
ted more from Primitive Piety z So they advanced further in 
nice inquiries' and new opinions; 'and as the Zeal of: practice 
grew cool, ſo that of diſpute gathered head and - vigour. 


So' that-if we confider how far our good works fall __ 
| 0 


y are accounted earthly; 
matick qualities; wed! | 
in the appearance of a Dove; Nayor in 'the Fireeither, unkfs 
it be like that of * Eljjah, to conſume all that diſguſt us; &c. 

It had been well Gas W. P.fays) if Men had entertainedequal 
Zeal againſt Impiety, and been but half as much Enemies to their 
Sins, as they have been one againſt another : See his Addreſs 
to Proteſtants , Pag. 63. the whole is well worth reading, 
but eſpecially the 2d. part; which is a very ſubſtantial excet- 
leat Treatiſe, and plain againſt all impoſition, &c; in matters 
of Faith, &c. © OE ens he nga nt aig 

XXIV. It is caſy'( as I remember an ancient” moderate 
Friend faid)) to judg, but hard to fave; and alſo, faith he, that 
is moſt in the Life of the Son is moſt ſenſible of the hurts of 


his Brethren, thereby pouring Briae into their - Wounds :rather 


* thanOyl of Love and TendernefsSnch Phiſitians: rather help to 
feſter | than'Ture the hurt,>andto/increaſe the pain than to ſtop 
the ſpreading of the Diſeaſe; wherebyalittle ſlip doth prove as 


thereby both diſparage” bimſelf, : aid: 'endanger-the Patiear -: 


is uſually met withal - 'But rather faith. he, Gentleneſs and:for+ 
bearance mult be uſed as by the application ( not - of harſhneſs 
and preſent judging or ſtanding ata diſtance but } of warm 
Cloaths and ſuppling -Oyls uſed by: a gentle. Hand, with much 
Pains and often exhortation in the Stirrings of Love,and. Riſlings 


t Holy Ghoſt which deſcends 


others; and-moſt touched: with the feeling of their :Wounds, 
Not © '{lightly paſſing:-by; like! the 2: /but Mercifully, . 
Pitying; and healing like the good Samaritan ; for it is a Sym» - 
ton of hardneſs of: him that ſlights the Wounds-and. Bruiſes, of | 


a dangerous Sprafn, anda ſmalb Bruiſe ſometimes:to the loſs of 
a Member, and grieving of the: whole Body, and all for want - 
either of skill or Senſe ( or both). Where skill.is wanting, there: 
he may adminiſter that whichdothencreaſe the Diſtemper, and - 


And where Senſe is wanting ; there: auſterity and rigidneſs - 


of the Life, and yet feeds not the benummedneſs or Ns | 
ne :* 


Obſ. 


Of. 
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ringsthat would limit voto Seven Es how-narrow and 
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on omar roman cmibrn py 
££0:An 5 I me apt:to ay, 
woes rar rin ron ee (I 
es Strife/and Conrention3-a1d that.) as-it 
is [tara fo it"is/ in  Spiritnals, Peace brings Plenty, 
but Wars ' always the contrary, Ruin, Scarcity. and Poverty 
upon's Spiritual/acconnt: | Alſo we are. ſenſible that Reconciliati- 

ov I very deſirable; land Work] and a happy People 
were'we,/ couttborh'theſe::be obtained-: But, alas, C here. lies 
the difficulty, 4 and truly itis-ſo.): Who ſhall begin this good 
Work” firſt , and -how ſhall it- be: carried - 0n, ſappoſe-/ic 
were begun ? Its true,  if'every one wonld but ſubmit to, that 
Eternal Power whicl -firft: reached to: us, and vilited ns,. and 
made us near and dear'one:to:another,; that alone would ſoon 
both begin, carry-it.on,'/and -finiſht- jt : - 'But alas, each fide 
pleads ſo much for themſelves (there lies the pinch and ob- 
ſtruQion,) and one party placing all, or moſt 02 ...c blame on 
the other, and yet neither ſide will readily grant to be 12 the 

— fault, or blame-worthy; :and both are: apt to ſay. in the mean 


wan we-want not Charity if any | baye done amiſs and 
wronged 
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nee zsto'the third:'part” of the Objeation, wie. ®That both 
-Patti pleadtheir and n willing-t9* tonfeſs 
porn ayy nos orehecoſct Difference, bo'b8ch ſhift 


throw ivinpon! one ariothier; Tirtle 
need befor if be-any others ('belide fome 
r-Perſoas:) that dodpprehend''fo; Thar! one"fide" only 
ores blamet;z-and! the: other: wholly — 
they :muſt theo certaintpeicher- very '. arogyrs of 'm 
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al Profeſſediequally by both-F woult' 
EINER too! lirges1av in might tend to exiſperate 
each.Party, Gor all (along; 


herein froiw/fieſt to! Jaſt'of: this. 
Work is avoided,as macs and as carefully as poſſibly can Ke as 
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&c...it had.never ra omonglays. 
icuos apally ware Gheiflan, lhe ,0-lay. alic 


were of; that they: were not. provoked ne h 

reyengeful.againſt choſe, who had ſo infolently affronted- and 
ab rhe, they: bad an pn__—dy to do either or both 

rowards;them., i Moſes, i iris ſaid, cryed ware the: -Loxd to heal Aiitis Numb. 12- 

am, ſaying, heal her. nom O: God 1. .3,ſheappearswith 13: 

Aaron, had myrmuxed-andeficted fooliſhly, apon. himy which 

bighly provoked the Lord; and when his Hand was laid-on | her 

for-it,-, It: was, then that Moſes. intreated and-interceeded- for 

her; he. was ſo. far - Eng lnſvlting rjher;; or deſiring! the 


puniſhment .t0; be ceither » Increaſed, or | 
And as concerning; obvcred Hilboy- ves a nc AC- 
_ count how-merciful, -; | er hearted he was 


- even towards, [his Rnmge ee Adverſury, $a8-and would 


AEVer by any, gs cihpatIange upon RIS, IRC" D; ; wight of: #5... 
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ge w andthatcivas baſe indeed, moſt bitterly” and extrava ily, 
; Sriogs FOMt, Come Out" "thou Bloody Mar Mar, iba rhow Mean > 

Ge: et; for alb'this\David, that good Man, was ſo Ml 

res :revenging ggimſelf,. oriremembring 'o1dfawrs '{o as to 


bear:any” hatred,” or tjmiprave them to the diſadvantage of his 

, that he reproved thoſe ſmartly and ' counted them 
as his-adverfaries, that laboored to Rir him up- to the ſame, 
CRE I Sect Wo to ao. with you, ye Sons of Zerviah.. 


thar ye ſhould this: Yay aries es 40; ci therefore the K; ing 
Feds Ship) ces le }) and be ſwear unto him. 
© 'So wei nay ſee hevewas ne upbraiding '6r raking vp of old 


Migdemeanors, or Raults'of 'orie-another, nor the” leaſt appear- 
atice'of a revengeful'Spirit;or retiliating 2painz''@nd therefore it 
is well adviſed; 3nd-'O.that all would take the goat? Connſet 
in;" Prov-/241 9/Sef not;-pW de ford hin ind be bath done"to'me: 1 
with render 10'tthe- Man acetdhigs bis work.) We areto leave 
that: tothe'Lord/5tho? its aid hegiverh t6 all Men liberal md 
be et; ih Soong are w —_ evil with/g; 
Frov. 1 as ſwer uynet wr je4av0Ms words 
. Hp.4Ange 96: The Aſerevie of - 2 pres feorfaghnbae f 
#"4s" bis "glory (0 © paſs "094r | 4 tranſpreſſion, Hard!” to Tr 
. £92. (fazs one?) never" ids well 4a :entle Rain” will allay a 
- - Bojſterous/ Wind ;"'28 209" #nmaturaÞ to hate them that love 
ns, {0 irs-natural to love them that-lovye- us5"Viit its' ſuperna- 
tural:to-love'them that hare"hs'; © for 'we © are mjoyned by 
Ehriſt,-not only: t6 ove-or ſalute -oue Friends,” but-eveni our 
Enerlies'alfo "and thoſe of: oar Friends, whotn we eſteem -as 
our” Enemies weought ſotelove them-as to forgiveithem, #t1d 
belikewife reconciled'tothem,” if poſſible, at Jeaſt to-ufe onr ut- 
moſt-endeavours/ for' the ſame; that if it -be -norreffeced the, 
Pi. fault maybe theirs, and'not ours.*4I&isa Kingly -thin ing faith 
vita Alex- a- goeap King ) t0- bear evil wheathoy doſt good, 0 _ 
ct 


© 

S400 TH BL EMIG} NOD C. » ail mot Gohig faiggs ” 
ket 1s all inthelofe of God, and. for- his, ſake and. the, truths 
fake, hi = Ain pepith. Saes no. .Ippgrro being. a5 
-\ To II TY ad. COraltuy! I: SITSOLIETD BL Jy 
We ad Mpeg be infra how qupy-diidyamages ea 
Ie vider, and; what grievous Cenſures and. RefleRions we are 
expoſed. to, bath, by -profeſfors,and. prophane, z how thoſe 
common Enemies,.. þath to.Truth and us, all rejoyce. at;our! Di- 
viſtons, expeRting, as CAREER they . may. conjeRure [and con 
clyde, the diſmal Conſequence; may, be; next;to, hear, of our 


downfall, ©, how do.they, warm their Hands at-the Firs; of,ous 
Contentions, and fay, ha, ha 4.ſo,we would:have it. '; 7 ) as 2 

L. Let us alſo ſeriouſly conlider, how highly, proyo! iog.theſs © --- 
things are in the ſight of the Lord... And, that» 4y'is a great.evil oa... 
that fo much, of, Loye,; and. Tenderneſs,) Ghutity, | Humility, 1oce bs 2 
Patience, Long-ſuffering, &s. is profeſſed, pretended toy and widow 
ralkt of by many, and ye in the,mean.rime: ſo,very licee .af 4/imwanes 
theſe in truch, and, in, deed is practiſed apd broughtorth in 7: 1,71,50 
real Fruits of loye,; &+-1.but a greatdeal of $he,Contranys: I 1; wo live » 
may not be long. befare.God, who graatly. abhorsall fuch-Hypp- is word, * 
crify, arid aaa gal -his-\Rod.as well as Baker ag 1ettber in 
he has often and eſpecially of .late-gizen us: bath loud: @agrjang.;"7.7 7 
ireaPeps Wargings), and. everely, correct and anni Þh-fartheſe. +3 | 
things. , als ot ids nog norhant no 2202 0t Big nao 50 1 Fore, 

'' Doth a Fountain ſend forth atthe ſame place ſweet Water» and\bit- 18. 


ter ? Can the Fig-tree, my . Brethren, -bear.' Olive-bepries, 3, Either: 3 


a Vine, Figs i So.can no Fountain both yield. ſalt. WW, en. Andefreſpd. Fa. 3. 11,55 
o thax| as. their Faith, is, dead,;.and like the Body witbaut chai. 2 
Soul ( that, hath no motion), which, is without works3.6venfo 


is their Charity, Fc. .hut cold and faint without its DemonEra- 
tive effetts and Fruits ; . and. Rill- we may; rationally conclude 
whether the Fountain be bitter.or ſweet (' tho? its caſy-for ma» 

y ) to. put, the one for the other ( as they may imagine )-by 
its ſtreams. which _flow.from it. . - And hath. not, the jul God 


in all ageSy manifeſted his ſoar diſpleaſure, becauſe of {ach Di- 
viſions, &c, Its no wonder,ſays one, if a Father after a long pat 
ence be at laſt provoked, to turn all his Children ont: of Doors, 
when they.cannot be quiet nor agree'together 3 {0 it was here- 
tofore when there was ſuch ding one againſt *another, nc 4 
FE againlit. 


C52) 
againſt Biſhop, ſome engaged in one FaQion, ſome in another, 
i a5 one es, the Brethren of the Camp, broaght Dis- 
Us ſos perfection , which devoured thetn'all. Its'a common ob- 
ſervation among Shepherds, that when the Sheep puſh ar one 
another; # ſtorm ſpeedily enſues; and 'when'that comes , * 
drives them altogether, whereas before they might be [ſcattered 
aſunder, ſome feeding in one placeand ſomenn another. E 
IE Moreover, to be plain, Donot theſe Animoſities, Diviſi- 
ons, and -Contentions egregiouſly * reffet upon our felyes , 
'b=ſpeaking us too plainly to be ſuch as the Apoſtle complain- 
ed of ' in his time, who were divided amongſt themſelves ?. 
* For, ( faith he) it hath becn declared nnt9 me of you, my brethren, 
( how gently doth he treat them ) that there ave contentions 
amongſt you. "That every one of you faith, / amof Paul, and 
Tof  Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I of Chrift : Is Chriſt divided? 
+ Fc. For whereas there is a you envying, and ſtrife and 


4 eh d viſions, are ye not Carnal walk as. Men? And this he res. 


peats to them three times, and in one of them ſays poſitive- 
ly that they were as yet Carnal; and to draw them off from 
admiring and following one perſon more than another, to the 
breach of Concord, he tells them, who then is Paul, and who 
is Aptos? But Minifters in whom ye believed, even as the Lord 
gave t0'every Man ? I have Plamed, Apollos watered, but God gave 
the increaſe; and ſo goes on further upon this in the 7, 8, g. &c, 
verſ. * And tho? the Galatians we find were once very zealous in 
affeQing Paxl, yet (faith he) to them, am T become your enemy 
becauſe T tell you thetruth ? What Turn-coats (obſerves one* upon 
*this ) were theſe? But a while fince they would have pulled our 
their own Eyes, and given them to Pal ; and now they would 

have as'it were pulled out his Eyes, who told them the truth. 
HL And Friends, amongft many of thediſadvantages which 
do attend this unhappy Diviſion and Separation, this one is 
not the leaſt (viz. $ that as many ſimple , honeſt-hearted 
Friends on"-the* one Hand are diſappointed'of the benefit, and 
comforts of 'the Labonrs and Teſtimonies of thoſe [that are 
ſent amongſt us, and inthe Univerſal Love of God are moved 
tovilitus ; ſoon the other hand, many of the Servants of the 
Lord have been ſtraitned to come amongſt 'us ; becauſe they. 
* have 
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bave not that full opportunity of cleating themſelves," and 'im 
parting of their ſpiritual gifts t6 all, 'as in other parts; ſ6- that 
in-this refpe&, we'among ourſelves, and'many others 'are - uſe- 
leſs, andas it weredead to one another, "while alive : 'O bow: 
ohm is it, for the Lords People'to meet often together: 
i Love, Peace and Quietneſs, and” open their Hearts freely: 
- one to another, and'tell” their experiences ''one 'to each” 
other , what the Lord'hath "done for their Souls: . Thus 
ie was once among(t' Friends in this Town, 'and its'hoped: 
it will'be {6 'again one time or other:” After this manner (fome 
ſay)-the Art of Medicine wasfirſt foand out; as any one; met 
with'a Herb and diſcovered the Virtue of it by an accident; he 
was to Poſt it up, and-ſo the Phyficians ſtill were perfeted by 
a ColleQion/ of thoſe Poſted Experiments: But alas,” ſorhe, 
andtoo'many / there are,- who are ready to” Poſt up, and Pub- 
It abroad eachiothers weakneſſes and failings or infirmiries,to 
the-ſhame=and-reproach both of themſelves and their Profeſſion. 
- IV; Let us alſo Conſider, how many: have been  diſconra- 

ed:and ſtumbled from' owning the-Truth ,, when they ob- 
Sion ſach an irreconcilable : Temper, 'and | have ſuch 'Wrath 
and: Efivy; -Enmity and Prejudices, ſuch Wranglings and:Di- 
viſions, -Juch Whiſperings, Back-bitings, ſuch Supplanting and 
Undermining marr oota py Fuch!malicious: Aggra- 
vations and improvements of all- advantages :one' againſt 'ano- 
ther, ſuchuncharitable Genfures"and - Appretienſions; ſuch 'un- 
friendly Deportments', unchriſtian-like' Treatments, ſuch # : 
fowr and" un-neighbourty-like: Behaviour:and unhandſome- Car--- 
riagetowards one another, fuch odiows' Compariſons, oppro-! 
brious Reflettions and CharaQers caſt-one -upon another, Auch 
groundleſs _Jealoufies' and; -Surmifings, fo;1 tits true; Men' 
are but Men, and Women but Women,: and the' beſt of them: 
may'/Err, and do amiſs one way or other 5 but ſuch things 'as'  - 
reflet/upon a whole Society or Meeting, as being culpable of? 
the aforeſaid, and charged as Guilty: thereof, is:of far (wort . 
Conſequences” than -any particalar-/Perſons - Mifdemeanour', 
both by how much the/more"one ſmgte Perſon may | ſooner and 
eaſier” Repent, Reform: and amend; than many can do-;z/ Ands 
alfo thar'Envy and Pride (eſpecially :ſpirituab Pride) "hath 
F191 ea 


”s _ TY "Fog © *< . os n 
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"been pyermore deadly and coal: to, pnangSeJeds 


; : 1 C0r.6.7, 


_ whichgradudlly 


Fotpley tine: any! toy mac Wk na ? 
from 4 onr great Evils ve uPz2an 
Ped nach other-in former Ages-among the 
Primitaye Gbriſtians, ts have-beenevet fance- poo mbch-predomi- 
nans in Ghriſtendow;and theſe; are;-1{,'the Ambition vr Pride, 
that>firſbappeared. then. 2dly Contention with Confuſion follows - 
ed.\Fdly. deewards impoſition of Numerous Creeds one upon 
ba mu nes ſtand worſt of all, ahd-as the ſadeffets of alltheſe 
wary Amr ncerprn one of another;all theſe-things may be/plain+ 
Yum ad; Þy thaſriiat art acquainted in the leaſt with! Eccle- 
ry; av/off Ex fetineSect ates; &c Geo. Byſhaps Looking- 
Se Times;ji Ce; a ſpeck Book.!:: - ,- - 1 
+ Naw. Friends, have not all theſe: thipgs: happened; all theſe 


Difarders Dir GonantGminietycy. .by not Keeping; near 
t9.theikord, in :Unity; and :itar:one/to-anotber; and: being 
ſi ifrony hes ro f that divine Light and Grace, inthein 
own Hearts; then there was a departure from the-Charity \and 
into barſh Apprehen6ov5-0d: Conſtructions one-againk ;aho+ 
ther; and nor being }conteng with that: place and Station, the 
rome yuan foro, then--an: aiding mind: pode and, 
to be higitry thers 1589 4- Grudging and: Eprying 
tn and thts alfothe Humility wasloſt;-and ſo-allLove and 
Tendernefs onetowards: another decay'd?: rn of. _ 
oHof tears evailed;: [Ever to  the:/grieving 
be PpictbFGaditabemſelves;n0d. alſo-6f-ope 


preempt wy netereinne es 
xGety,of Ghriid n:te the (great Bond: © 
broke;and-that )invicible Tye which 


Kain er pert. Aged: What then 'behoved to: follow: 
but Diviſidhs and! ſeparations. one fromanotber?: We may-like= 
wiſe read how the Apaſtle blames the; Corizthiaps ;; for. _ 
' bring:of ſo Contentious and- Srriwing- bymour, -inſomuch 


. thereby they. ,reflyced themfelves) ta this: at- ft, | that. thoſe: 


were fetnp ever as their Judges, who were leaſt efteemed of in. 
the Church! (-and God knows: how-many raw; young, unex> 
pzrienced- ſort of Perfons are:got vp,: or ſetup bf. late into; the, 
ET imovgh; us in this vyr Day') and we: wiſh. Ln 
ere 
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there were not cauſe to ſay the ſame, as he tells them plain 
thus; I ſpeak to your ſhame, is it fo that there is nota Wi 
Man, ( nor a patient Condeſcending bearing Man ) among 
youzno,not one that is able to Judge between his Brethren, &c. 
why do you not rather take wrong than,(as'if he had ſeid)be thus 
Litigious, Striving, Quarrelſome, even to 'go/ to®Law one 
with another, and tha@hefore the Unbelievers too? which was 
_ utterly a fault(as he'ſays)amongſt them : He ſaith alſo, that the 
whole Law is fulfilled in one word, . Thou ſhalt love thy Neigh- 
bour as thy ſelf. But if ye bite and devour one another, take hed - Tt 
ye be not conſumed one of another, ; +3 ; 
Vi. But toleave theſe things, relating to former Times; 
and much more that might be mentioned, let all beware, -and 
take warning 'in time to' come of ſplitting on the fame'Rock; 
as others before us' have done, both in this and'former Ages; 
and Jet the Cauſe wherever .it is, or whatever it be, 'or has 
been, be ſearched ont by every particular, and [labour bythe 
power of God, to have it removed, and then no doubt, but all 
theſe ſad evil and hurtful effe&s that proceed there from; 'will 
quickly ceaſe and come toan end, 
ObjeF. 24. Some alſo may be ready to argue thus, and” fay, 
It is altogether vain to ſuppoſe or expeQ” that? all Differences, 
Contentions; or Quarrels vpona Religibus ation; tati. ever be 
Compoſed ſo, as-'to be brought to one end; anU-it may be 
faid of them, asthe' Apoſtle ſpoke of Hereſies, whiclyhe' aid 
muſt be amongſt the Corinthians , That they- which were appro- * £07, 11. 
ved,miy be maze manifeft,ths) its true at the ſimetime,he blamed '?* 
them ' for their. Diviftons, *&c: © + OTE 20 BR 
' Anſw. But one'mayas well reaſon, and ſay,that becauſ&thbn 
knowelſt there is already # Fire broke out, ard that-one tells » 
thee there will be another 'after that, thiat therefore thon oughF -+ 
not to endeavour what poſſibly thou canſt to belp to” extinguiſh 
both that or/any other Fires, that might be ſuppoſed for cer 
rain wonkt happen'ſtilf one after another; fo theApoſtle: does not 
by the 4forefid Text defign to difcourage any fromlabouring . 
to heal breaches, toremedy diviſtons, to ſtop Contentions, and 
ro make*Peace and Reconciliation; but {( as obſervett .by 2 late 
Author tpon the aforeſaid OY he declares: plainly what 
"i" we 


(55) 
we.muſt-expe& from: the il} diſpoſition of the Spirits of Men, 
( which is the cauſe of- the. diſunion.) by reaſon of- the high 
elteem they have of their own ſufficiency, and of their inclina- 
tion to render themſelyes conſiderable, &c. The Providence of 
God.is hereby is alſo ſeen, -which-draws good out of evil, and 
light out :of darkneſs, the thickeſt darkneſs,and'to diſtinguiſh 
ſuc has truly belong truly to him, an@ that Faithfulneſs and 
Conſtancy manifeſted. In this ſenſe alſo' it 1s (faith he) that 
_ .__ Jeſus Chriſt declares tous, the neceſlity of Scandals and Tribue- * 
I lations ariſing in the Charch, otherways the Goſpel, which is 
| the Miniſtry, of Grace, and a word of Reconciliation 
and Peace, does not of it ſelf purpoſe any. thing , bur 
Union, Amity and Concord. Beſides,the Apoſtle did not ſay, 
that there muſt always be Hereſies, or forever in the Church 
of Chriſt: Is -it not enough, that it has taken place. for ſo many 
Ages, it is not, time now to ſtop its Courſe, and ſee an end of 
 it?So will the Prophecy have had its accompliſhment in our Fa- 
thers Days, and- ſhall in ours enjoy the Calm after all. theſe 
Tempelts. Let us add hereunto, that as the Scripture : foretels 
ns theſe Diviſions, ſo it alſo makes us hope for an Eſtate of 
Peace and Quiet in the Church. - It makes Times of refreſh- +} - 
ment and eaſe to ſucceed all theſe great diſturbances, and aſ- | 
ſures us that there ſhall be ſuch a firm Peace in the Earth, that” 
we ſhall ſee the Woolf dwell with the Lamb, &c. 
For it is propheſied, That ir: the laſt" days the Mountains of the | 
Ne. 2.3,4. Lords blonſ., ſhall be eft abliſhed in the Top of the Mountains, and | 
ſhall be: exalted; above the Hills, and that the Lord himſelf ſhall judge 
among the Nations, and rebuke many People, and they ſhall beat their 
Swords into Plow-ſhears, and their Spears into pruning hooks, Nati- 
« 91 ſhall nor lift up Smord againſt Nation, neither. ſhall they learn . 
Ide, 11. 9. War any more: And-it is-faid alſo, Thar they ſhall not hurt nor de- 
ftroy in all my | Holy Monntain, © this will bea bleſſed day, and 
happy Times. indeed, when all that which.,burts. or; deſtroys 
upon any-account ,: comes to be.deſtrayed;and reproved;, Then | 
_ may. it be hoped that all theſe many,uncomfortable- ang, fruitleſs © 
Contentions , Controverſies-and /, Quarrels, will, come to an 
end true, and Love ,Peace,Concord, Union, and Reconciliation, 
prevail arjdi-take place i Which,©:God of nfipue, FAROE: to 
+ H "SS 
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bring to paſs amongſt us and all P where, for thy Dear 
Son Tels Chrift bis ſake, who args Prince of 5-4 who 
wed ro. eg Mankind to thee, and one" to. another, and who 
taſted - Death for Man, and ſhed bis mo recious Blood, 
and througb which al mighe be __ nigh to A groer: —_— 
another, = of all the enmity , ſtrife, variance, harred , preju- 
dice and envy, and to live together in Love, Peace, and 'Friend- 
Jhip in _ his | pure fear and holy dread, to the _ praiſe of his great 
Name, who over all and. by all 35 abs worthy' 'to' | be © Reve- 
renced and renowned, exalted and adored forever and ever ore, 
Amen, 
Obj.&. 3d. There is another Objection ſtill behind to be dit 
ſwered, and that is, if it. be ſaid, ſuppoſe all be true as above 
cited concerning both parties to be leis or:more blame-worthyz 
yet ought-not- thoſe who are;moſt in the wrong, and have'beea 
che greateſt cauſe of thoſe Jumbles, &c. and given the lighteſt 
Provocations in divers reſpe&ts , ſhould not theſe begin firſt 
and acknowledg, &c. Whatever weight this may have ( as is 
uſually urged amongſt the great and proud ones, and State-Po- 
liticians of this World, whoſe Grandeur and Honour makes them 
very. loath to bend or how.:one--to another ; when they have 
quarrelled, one thinks it:below him ( and fo another the ſame) 
to. ſubmit firſt ; yer: ſure it ought not to have any place «dag 
us or any true Chriſtians... G 
Anſ. All muſt conclude this to: be a good work, to make 
Peace or Reconciliation,;\; Now Friends, which of the two is 
really moſt capable firſt: to begin the ſame, thoſe that © have 
moſt, or thoſe that havelcaſt tranſgreſſed ? whom ſhall we ex- 
pe& to. be moſt Inſtromental herein ? But certainly whoever 
they are--that  begift firſt, and endeavour moſt to promote 
this bleſſed Work, whether they: are the. moſt or leaſt to be 
blamed, will however in-this deſerve 'to be molt praifed and 
commended, and will conduce molt bath to their true Peace and 
Honour, and never will have cauſe to [repent how” for- 
ward, how humble and condeſcending they were 'in this 
matter , and are willing, though in many things” inno- 
cent, to come under, and ſeem more to be blamed than really 
they deſerve. Let us remember what Paul that humble Apoſtle 


H 3 ſaid, 


; 1 Cor. 9.. 


4 | » 2. 39. 
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ſaid, and liow far he condeſcendedto be made all things'to all 


en, 4 IRIYT <5 : LS TILL LES 

Ta .the- weak. bet becames. ag 'wenk;, Ge, We - know that 
Condeſcention-, \Lowlineſs', -'Tenderneſs', Humility , &6. 
is - very- much. both commended and pretended to by ma- 
nf 3 but alas, is it not as little praQtiſed ? Now here isa 
Trial for us all, who will: be really :moſt- in the Chriſtian exer- 
ciſe-of it. - However «it . will be: well for thoſe that do' their 
part; and.if others refuſeto do theirs and be obſtinate, churliſh, 
refractory, ſtiff and; wilful and appear ſtill implacable ;- cap- 
tious®and lrreconcilable, let them look to it, the weight of it 
will certaibly be heavy on their-Heads at laſt. - And whoever 
they are ( here are. none named ) that havebeen' or ſtill are the 


_ Chief. occaſion; or cauſe of being a let: to, and preventing of 


Reconciliation, and of its being , and notproſctuted nor 
accompliſhed amongſt ne, doubtleſs the -Lord God the moſt 
Juſt; Righteous and impartial Judg of all, whois no reſpe&er 


of Perſons, will require it-of them one day, and call them to ' 


an account, and-they. muſt anſwer tohim for it; and unleſs if 
time repented of, they muſt bear the weight of it, however at 
preſent, or for a time they may- flight it and putt off} at an 
overly rate, and account. themſelves Innocent, as thoſe of ' old 
did, tho' they were very guilty, and yet had great confidences, 
in whoſe very kirts was found the Blood of the Souls of the poor In- 
wocents: ( O the Blood of the Sonls of many poor Innocents 
that have been hurt and wounded ori the one Hand, and ſtum- 
bled on the other Hand by theſe thingsamongſt us ) and inſtead 
of ,purſving Peace, do; rejet all Chriſtian and reaſonable 
offers 'of making Peace-; ſo let all-ſuch,as find themſelves 
concerned herein, whoſoever they be, look about them and fee 
to it in time, if ſo beas yetir be not too. late, for really the 
Matter. is of greater. importance and of a' far weightier con- 
tern- and we 49 than ! poſſibly they 'may -at preſent be 
awarcof. But there is another objection ſtil}, and which is the 
laſt tho* none of the leaſt or weakeſt, but what may. ſeem 


to ſome to be the moſt weighty of all, and its thus farely 
0. 


N 
. 5 ; 


' Ohjs 4: It: may. theri be faid by ſome, To.whatpurpoſe ſhould | 


we fo much as think of | meeting alt rogether-again,ceither!/ia 
the? ald-pnblick-eetidg:honfe oo any where iſe; NNLESS 
there might be firſt forhe” cerrain; ground to 'expeR, : that our 
meetings would be-more:quiet, ble, and comfortable to tis 
than they were ſome time before we parted ?-1t-is not yet” for- 
got . by many -amongft us,' what ſad DiſtraQtions. and Confu- 
fions; 'what-publick Oppolittons and 'open Contentions,/ \Sthit+ 
ings: -and.'Claſhings : appeared” it our'-.ſolemn'(Afſemiblieg,, 
when we came together ito wait: upon-and:iworſhip the gr 
God-:. © what fad Refletions and aggravations one agatnſt ano- 
ther, both ro the great. diſhonour: of the 'Name'of the Lord, 
and alſo to our ſhameand reproach of our! holy profeision'? And 
with [what grief and ſortow!oof Heave didittheſe things uſe 
many-to'go aivzy! from eachvorhervinuae moneaful condition, 


20 ſee ſome bitterly@xaſperared 'and inflamed: one againſt anv- 


ther, others grievouſly wounded; and: nota few ſtumbled, inſo- 
mach that ſome: might witha bowed:down'Spirit cry-out and 
ſay, -O that :1:'!had a-Cotrage” in the Wilderneſs, -or that ] had 
the. Wings bf-a-Dove; that 1: might: fleexwayand be arreſt 
Now-thething)isthus, and here lies indeed the great ObſtruQi- 

; ſay ſome';-.[n-ſhort its this, | we'are jealous and afraid that 
it: will:be: ſo-again; andtilt we befure that! we'can/meet toge- 


ther in-the ſimecancient-love-and life of Truth as in the/be- 
ginning,. ' berterit is for'us'to. contmuras itis and where we. 
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Anfſ-By no means Friends, pray: do not reaſon'fo; and to avoid - 


merit of lic cauſe of theſe Quarrels, Confufions, &c. on either 
Hand-:i However let-notthe remedy .be worſe than the diſeaſe, 
neither ought-any/upon'what pretence ſoever to do evil that 


good may : do you. think that we ever can bebrought - 


near in Love and Friendſhip ane' to:and with another. by keep- 


ing ftill-at a diſtare, and by being as it were afraid of each o- 
ther ? Let us all but once lay aſide our Fears, Jealouſies, Doubts - 


and Reaſonings, and in that Faith which can remove Mountains 


let us come once more all together again, and wait in the Faith, 


and ſee what may be the Bleſſed effets thereof ; who IS | 


(f{ 697 )\ 

that it may be a-good means of raifing that ancient Love and 
Life amonglt us, which-is tronger than Death it ſelf ? Pray 
conſider” what hurt wiltir be to! try this expedient; andif- ir 
doth hot anſwer what's propoſed or deſired; we will be but 
where we were before, and- w here now we' are :. If you feri- 
ully-compare the advantages of being altogether, and thediſ- 
_ adyaniages in. many: reſpedts- of, meeting aſunder, or on the 
contrary,the ſuppoſed Convyeniences of the latter, with the real 
[great inconveniences of the former, ſurely there is great 
ids either 'wayyand the.one ſhould reafonably be-thought quick- 
ly. to dverbaliance the. other; - that is |to-ſay, there is a:great 
deal more can be ſaid for -meeting all together, than can' be al- 
ledged to the contrary : And ſuppoſe ( upon trial ) it ſhould 
prove to be as formerlyy and as objeQed, we can (as is ſaid)' but 
meet aſunder again:as:now wedo, if there ſhould not-be; thar 
-Prudence, - Patience antl-Charity, to. bear. ugand-carrythroughit 
all: And we ſhall however have this advantage by it, to be more 
excuſable | both. in- the ſight of God, - and all-ſober impartial 
'People, when they ſee we have tried all poſſible 'means in order 
to: -obtain a; ;Reconciationy;and to have'peacaableandquiet 
. [Meetings together > And belides,| if the fame icannor- be had, 
? 4t may be the-more: tnanife{t-what {has been or .i«- till the cauſe 
| er occaſion. thereof. But is-it net to be -hoped/:and: reaſonably 
expected, that moſt Friends on both» ſides are by this time hear- 
ily inclined to Reconciliation, :and; to mannage matters with 
more Wiſdom and Prudence, and with more Moderation and 
Diſcretion, ant atitwes agcatite; thatalloccaſionsof.publick 
differences, as much as in us lies, be avoided: on atl:Hands, for 
time to come, and that the trath or Goſpel of eur -Lord Jeſus 
beonly and alone declared andjpreache&toand amongſt Friends 
and People, and all-Perſonal-RefleQtions.or | Matters Diſputable 
or in Controverſy. laid aſide; or at:teaſt ſu fora time; 
and diſcourſed of 'more-privately,-: and thafithey will. keep: the 
Feaſts not with'the old ſower Lieaven, neithag: with the. Leaven 
Zech. 13.6. of malice, :&c. that none ſhall have cauſe any' more, <ither to 
ask what are theſe wounds in thine Hands? Nor any to An- 
ſwer; Thoſe with which 1 was wounded 'in the Houſe of my 
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And 


.(«6Y 
And tho”: it was foor ſaibefore; as - aboyeſaid It dots--ndt ® 


thin 
Minds, if any imprudently orcindiſcreetly do!,manage Matters 


$kins, wherein the Duke ( refuſing all offers, of accord.) leſt in'_. ... 
. rec Battels, Honour, |Life and Wealth ; '0n.which: the Hiſto- w—_ _ 


frowardneſs and; obſtinacy., widen unmeaſurably 'and many 
Bo | times 


” fy © ef? 
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® crties Ifiyolve- vein otter ruin paſt recovery. It is ſaid in 


Fudger '5, 54116 -— For © the Diviſions of Reuben there were 
great thoughts of '' Heart, For the Diviſions of Reuben there were 

ot rogers Heart. ' And. may it not be ſaid alſo that 
for war fd Diviſions ; ' the' grievous Diſtrations, Quarrels, 
S&+. in this-placethere has been;and ſtill there are great thonghts 
of concerning the-fame ; whatever true ſearchings of Heart 
have been; 'or However ſurely- ought to have been, and yet ſtill 
one'time or other” mult be, even after the Cauſe, or what that 
has been  whichihath occaſioned and continued theſe things, ſo 
as-to this'very"'diy they are amongſt us ; and O that the Lord 
would be' pleaſed yet more and' more both to fearch that out, 
and alſo remove it whatever-it be, and whereever it is, which 
hinders onr Peace, | Concord and Reconciliation together 
both here and every where 

' And Friends; 'muſt not thisat laſt be the Reſult of all, and 
be concluded on by all the impartial ''and unbyaſſed on every 
Hand, that the whole fault and 'the greateſt and moſt princt- 
pal Cauſe, 'why' Peace and Reconciliation is 'not obtained, 
nor'can beat preſent effeted and bronght topaſs, mnſt be laid 
on' ſome few. 'particular''/perfons, and+ we wiſh "there" be not 
ſucha deep Tooted -and inveterate Prejudice , and' irreconcila- 
ble Rancor and Enmity ©between them ,/as ſome have obſerved 
and Rimented : Infomuch that they cannot look-upon © one ano- 
ther with a friendly Conntenance, nor converſe together \nei- 
ther upon a Religious or Givilaccount. /' But'we forbear to men- 
tion-any” Natnes:3 So that the cunning,” crafty } and' ſub- 
tile "Contrivatices/ and 'defigns of ſome who 'catry '6n* their 
ow” private! ends; and” politick/ projets- of exalting then 
ſelves,” and drive'6n under ſpeciovs pretences ſome” ſiniſter or 
popular intereſt, together "with 'the- 'Whiſperings , Back- 
bitings and» Surmiſings , of tatling buſie Bodles, whoſe-chief 
buſineſs is 'to” beget Jealonfies and hird-thiifphts ,” 'Fr. one 
again[t-another, has/been-nofie'sf the feaſt bfthe'Enpgins! did 


C a __ ' 'E of © 
- Methods which the 'grand Diſturber\a2rid) Enenty 'of 'us afl hath 


uſed both firſt, t6'-foment , and alſo to Keep'np and Heighten 
differences ,. and then to divide; - rend;' and break” "into 
pieces, [and run ' into- parties /ohe after another? which alas; 
271 many 


(63) 

many are more zgalous to maintain, when once engaged therein; 
either by affeQtion, intereſt, or relation, and are more eager 
and earneſt by far to promote the ſame,than purely the intereſt 
of naked Truth it ſelf. . 7 | 

And is it not a great pity that fuch a ſubſtantial commo- 
dious Meeting-houſe as the old one is , both for Situation; 
Largeneſs, and ſeveral other Conveniences, ſhould altogether 
be as uſcleſs, and, lie waſte and deſolate, as already for ſome 
years, and may be more (a great injury both to the living 
and the dead ) and in the mean time Friends on both ſides pur 
to the charge and inconveniency of having two diſtin&t pub- 
lick Meeting-places ? O how will ſome be able. to anſwer for 
this in the day of the Lord / | 


as. 


S E C I. IV. 


Some Friendly Counſel and tender advice to Pro- 
fe ors of Truth, nith one or two more ſub- 
ſlantial Teſtimonies. p 


I. Et us therefore, Friends , every one of us lay 
aſide all manner of Peeviſhneſs of Spirit , and ler 
not a haughty kind of a ſullen moroſe Humor prevail 
upon any of us, neither ler an impatient, inſfolenr, or Mmſalt- 
ing Temper appear in us : But let us all be as tender and*'com- 
plying, as affeionate and good-natured rowards all, as poſſibly 
we can be, that ſo by an obliging Civility and courteous 
Behaviour, as well as a melting kindaelſs, it may be apparent 
that we do ſincerely deſire the good and well-fair one of ano- 
ther. 
And Were we all but once brought to be of this excelleat and 
truly Chriſtian-likg, Temper , viz. to judg charitably , to 
bear patiently, to be moderately inclined, freely and fully to 


forgive; tenderly compaſſionate , meckly condeſcenJ , and 
| [ humbly 


- 


(64) 
humbly ſubmit to, and prefer one” another; «then we ſhould 
ſoon ſee things grow better amongſt us; then there would 
not be ſuch ſhyneſs, diſtance, and fraitnefs, nor ſuch Con- 
tentions, Confuhons, Diſtrattions , &ec. amongſt ns. 

And had it nor been for theſe evil, hortful, and ſtumbling 
practices, would not the Truth have prevailed generally in 
this place, as much as in any ? And before theſe fad diviſions 
happened, were there many Country Meetings, like to this 
here, and that in divers reſpeQs both for freſhneſs and large- 
neſs? And certainly conld it ever have come to ſach a lofs, 
either as to the one or the other,had that Innocency, Lowlineſs, 
Simplicity, Lamb-like nature, Tenderneſs and Charity, which 
firſt appeared, been really by all kept to, which alas for ſome 
time paſt has been too much on-the decaying hand, and in 
the place thereofgoo much of Human Wiſdom, Carnal Policy, 
Subtile Contrivances, and Cunning, Projects, together with 
Sourneſs, Loftineſs, Prejudice, Enmity, Envy, Self exalta- 

Obſ. tion, Fc. hath alas too much prevailed, as to ſome here , and 
But tbe heen on the increaſing hand ; Inſomuch that the one, viz. the 
_— latter, hath even almoſt overpowered the other. 
fil the O Friends, this indeed is ſad and very grievous to conſider, 
ſme as e- but4t is really too true (tho? a mournful ) obſervation. And 
ver, «and would to God that it could be proved by any to be but either 
_—_— be 2 miſtake or a miſrepreſentation, or a too raſh Concluſion,or ſe- 

and jor vere groundlefs Cenſure , or what might be ſuppoſed, to 
theſcthings. S RD YY $=% 0 P 
be but- the produd of diffatisfaQtion or prejudice, as doubtleſs 
ſome will be ready enovghto judge ſo. 

Buf the ſtances & EffeQs of the aforeſaid (the greater is the 
pity being ſo publick and notoriouſly ſeen and obſerved,as they 
have been and are,aud that too almoſt dayly, There isneither that 
ground to ſuggeſt any one of theſe as other ways there might be, 
nor can any rationally conclude,that what is here mentioned on- 
ly in general concerning the ſame, is done either from Malice or 
Ill-will towards any : And thereare but few (if any) @mongſt 
us here, but mnſt confeſs to the Truth thereof, and that ir is 
too often manifeſt in one Action or other,@vhich ought indeed 
to be much lamented by all the ſincere & honeſt hearted Fon 

| 0 
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of Truth; and ſurely it is cauſe of great grief and ſorrow to all 


are of one Univerſal publick Spirit,and concerned for the good 


Friends, happy would we all be, that as we profeſs to be fol- 
lowers of bleſſed Jeſus, who ſuffer'd for us, leaving us an example 
that we ſhould follow his fleps, ſo we may really deman- 
ftrate that we are truly ſach as imitate him, and. that' the ſame 


Sir, neither - was Guile ever found in by Mouth ) \yct' when "hit 4dat 
reviled, be reviled © not' again-, when be ſuffered © be thredthe 
wot , but committed himſelf 10 him that Fuageth righteonfly, and. 
moſt meekly and patiently endired the contradictions of Sin- 
ners, and pray 'd (according to his own injun&ion to us) for 
his enemies, yo borkes that Name ow; and faid, Father 
orptve them, for they know not "what they av: | : 
- And as holy the Apoſti®after he had with a great deal of -ex- 
cellent good arguments pleaded for Compaſſion and Con- 
deſcenſion,as in Rom.13.In theWiſdom of God he gave forth this 
Conchoften and Determination, in the firſt Verſe of the next 
Chap. We then ( ſays he) that are frong, ought robear the” infirm- 
ties of "the weak, and motto pleaſe owr ſelves. Ler every of 
us pleaſe bis Neighbour "for bis gooa, ty Edification ; for, ( ob- 
ſerve) even Chriſt pleaſed not himſelf; but, as it is written, the re- 
proaches of them that reproached thee, fell on me, | 
And thoſe that are ſrenger and wiſer than others, muſt 
we not alſo bear with-ſontt 'of their natural infirmities ſome- 
times? for where is the Man, or Woman wholly exempt or 
free from them? bur tefs -or more for want of that due and 
conſtant watchfalneſs one time or other,appears in them; and 


bear one anothers Brerdens, and fo fulfil the Law of Ch. 
For if any Man think himſelf to be ſomerhwng, when he is nothing, be 
| deceiveth himſelf. 

x Which, if rightly conſidered, none have cauſe to be proud, 
ſelfconceited or exalted in themſelves. And to prevent and 
exclude all vain glorions boaſting,.-or inſulting, or being lifr- 
ed up , either npon a ſpiritnal - temporal ac@nnt 1n Fs 

9 2 what- 


ſuch as conſider of things, both ſeriouſly and impartially, and- 


vejnd be - in ms, which was in him, who ( though #6 "uid" ho 


of all, and not byaſſed to intereſts or parties, &e, And: 


-Q 


; 1k 


1 Pee. 2. 


21,.23. _ 


Luke. 23. 


therefore" the ſame Apoſtletenderly counſelled the Galatians to ,,; 5 2... 


whatever may be their Gifcs, Attainments, Abilities, or Qua- 
@ lifications, let the beſt ,” the wiſeſt, the ſtrongeſt or richeſt 
Man or Woman, ponder ſeriouſly in their minds, but theſe 
twoor three Queries of the Apoſtle Pazl in his own words, or 
rather-ſuch as:God by his Spirit moved-him to utter, and an- 
ſwer them, ſo as they ſhould be, and ſee then if they can juſtly 
brag, or vainly boaſt or inſult over others. | 
..6. The Apoſtle,after he had given the Corinthians a very ſeaſo« 
x Cor.4,5, nable caution. in the beginning of the 1ſt. Ch. to beware of raſh, 
647 + cenforious and forward Judging one another: Next of too 
fondly or fooliſhly. admiring any Mans Perſon, as inthe 6th, 
Or as in Verſe, Theſe things (ſays he) Brethren, 1 have in a figure transfer- 
the Margin red to my ſelf,and to Apollo, for your ſakes, that ye might learn in us 
__P: (obſerve) not to think of Men above that which 1s written, That no 
-% + one of you be puffed up one againſt anotber.Then in the next Verſe 
he comes to his cloſe Queries. For who maketh thee ( O Man, 
or O Woman whoſoever thou be ) f#arffer from another? 2dly. 
And what haſt thou that thou didſt not receive it ? (As moſt cer- 
tain it is we all have received, whatever we enjoy or whatever 
we are upon any account, it is from: him, and by him, the 
great and bleſſed Benefitor to all mankind, from whom all 
zood and perfect gifts come, and who is rich and liberal to all) 
But 3dly . Why doſt thou then glory, as if thou - hadſt not re- 
ceived it ? 
7.50 it ſeems, there were ſome in his days that were puffed up, 
_ and forgot both the giver and themſelves too, and its like 
were ready to trample upon, rejoycg, and inſult over others, as 
74.4.16- If they had merited what they were 4 and what they enjoyed ; 
for ſome rejoyced in their boaſting, which was evil rejoycing. 
Now ſiys the Apoſtle to themin verſe 8. Ye are full now, ye are 
rich, ye have reigned as Kings without us, and ] would to God 
din, reign, tbat we might alſo reign with you : We are fools for 
Chrifts ſake, but ye are wiſe, &Cc. | | 
- And the ſame Apoſtle ſays in the ſame Epiſtle , Lee him that 
* ©b.10, 12. thinks be ftandeth,take heed leſt he fall;for there hath no temptation 
raken you,bur ſuch as 1s common or incident,(as the margine hath it ) 
toMan; Conſidering thy ſelf, leſt thou alſo be tempted; and 
as m the 1th. Cap. to. the Heb, in another Cauſe, as being 
Jour 
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your ſelves alſo jn the Body: - Fox whatever happens to one Man, 
may happen to every Man. 
And had. that Chriſtian .good- advice taken- place, or yet 
conld be regarded and followed ,, which was given ſome years 
ago, by a very good tender-hearted devoutand ancient Friend, 
Loved and Reſpected , (by moſt, if not all that knew him) ir. 
would neither ever have been ſ@ as it has been, nor would it 
continue long ſo,as now it is amongſt us. - 6 | 
Its worth both the pains of Tranſcribing & ſeriouſly peruſing, 
is as followeth, viz. © Letall ſtrive toexcell in tenderneſs and 
and long-ſuffering, and . to be kept out of hard and evil 
thoughts one of another,and from harſh iaterpretations, con- 
cerning any thing relating to one another, Oh this is un» 
worthy to be found in an 1/raclizre towards an . Egyptian, but 
exceeding ſhameful and inexcuſable to be found in one Bro- 
ther towards another. How many weakneſſes doth the Lord 
paſs by in ns, how ready is heto interpret every thing well 
concerning his Diſciples, that may bare a good Interpreta- 
tion? The Spirit, faith he is willing,but the fleſh is weak, when 
they had been all ſcatteredfrom him'vpon/his death,he did not 
afterwards 'ypbraid them, but ſweetly gathered them again; 
Odear. Friends, have w& received the ſame Life of ſweetneſs, 
let us bring forth the ſame ſweet fruits, being ready to ex- 
cuſe and receive what may tend towards the+- cxcuſe 
of another:im any doubtful Cauſe ; and where there 
is any evil manifeſt, O.wait to overcome i with-good: Oler 
us not ſpend the ſtrength of our Spirits, in crying. out of 
one. another, becauſe of evil, but watch, and wait where 
the Mercy and healing Vertne 'will pleaſe to ariſe: So the 
living Gad, the God of 7/rac!, the God of everlaſting ten- 
Bowels and Compaſſions to 1/rae!, fill the Veſſels of his He- 
ritage with his Life, and cauſe the Peace and Love of his 
holy Nature and Spirit to deſcend upon their dwellings, and 
to ſpring up powerfully in them towards his living Truth 
and towards one another.O Lord my God , when thou haſt 
© ſhewn the wants of //rae! in any kind ſufficiently { whether 
© in the particular or in the general,) bring iforth the ſupply 
© thereof from thy fulneſs, ſoordering it in thine eternal Wik- | 
* dom,that all may be aſhamed & abaſed before thee, & thy Na - : 
praiſe 
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praiſed in and over all. See the BbGkcalled mary deep” Conſidera. 
thons, &c. | Ie. fp 

VHI.. One' more - gy >, is of a ſingular perfon, 

3s profound ly roota, hs th of Natural and Superna- 

tural or Heavenly Divite My ſeries; as atty in this age ; And'in- 

deed there are but few that- can equal or come near him in 

ethingdy7 10 {53 ©5457 44.9 | It 

Whoſe nagge as well as the formers is omitted, becauſe fome 

niay like The Matter-'of borh their Teſtimonies, but may be 

(rho) groundleſlyJ- prejadiced againſt them otherwiſe ;' and 

poſlibly the greateſt reaſor! they can give for it is, becauſe they 

were or are not of their party, as uſually is ſaid, ſuch a one, 

is-a good Man, and ſuch a one is a wiſe diſcreet Man : Butftill 

there follows an if and a but heis of this or the other fide, Opi- 

nion, &c: This brings to my remembrance what one obſerves, 

® That under thePapacy, any Sins find eaſy abſolution if the per- 

ſon be not ſiſpected of Proteſtantiſm, andany Opinions have 

tolerable favourif not degenerated from Papal Anthority. How 

often ( beſides by Feb ) hath' that queſtion been paſt, Who is 

6n -my fide?. 'And' if the party' have been right for *thar 

Cauſe, 'if his Religion: be that'bf met, or; his life like that 

of Apicins,he need not doubr bnthe ſhall find fair entertainmenr. 

IX. Butto return t6 the Matter before propoſed > ir wonld 

be too large to infert the whole Teſttmony, (being two or 

three Pages ) here is the laſt and leaſt part of it, bor what is 

very material and of 'a general Service to all , and-would help 

much to pur'a final \end to all Controverfies, Diſputes, &c. 

if praQtiſed; ifthis( ſays he ) were but one received among (t 

thoſe: called Chriftians, and that nothing ſhovld be required 

by one ſort from another, as an Article of Faith, or Doin, 

or Principle of the Chriſtian Religion, in common to he be- 

lieved, - but as what is expreſly delivered in the Scriptures, 

in plain Scripture terms, of how great advantage might it be 

to a true Reconcilement' amonſt them, and beget true 

Chriſtian Unity, Peace , Love, and Concord? And' as 

for the conſequential part of peculiar Doarins, whether true 

or falſe, to leave every one a freedom, without impoſing np- 

, on them the Affirmative, or Negative, as any Bond or Tye 

: ; DoS he 8 4 25h 2»: 569% 6 ; ” of 
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of Chriſtian fellowſhip (this is a-purely Primitive, and-truly 
Apolſtolick like Teſtimony ) for if ſuch conſequential Doaria 
be falſe, it is moſt unreaſonable ta impoſe it, and therefore 
in (that. Caſe. a Diſlenter ſhould: have; his + liberty. to dif+ 
fer in Judgment, and without any Breach-of;Brotherly Unity 
and Society ; And if it be true, yer not being opened or re- 
vealed to another, it cannot be 1n. Juſtice, preſſed or urged up» * 
on him whereGod has not given him the true freedom and clear- 
neſs of Mind to receive .it ; and'to da otherwife ( that is, to 
Impoſe, Preſs, or urge any. thing, that is purely ['Matter of 
Conſcience,upon any j41$t0 tranſgreſs that Golden ' Rule, :deli- 
vered by Paul, viz. To walk by the ſame Rule: according to 
what we have attained... And if any be otherwiſe minded, ſays 
he, God will reveal it to him ;z and if this advice could find 
place ( and»a great: pity but it Thould amongſt all ) it would 
bring the Differences among{tthoſe called Chriſtians, in poinr 
of Judgmeut,into a very finalli-and- narrow-compaſs; and they 
would underſtand one another: far better than now they do. 

THE CONCLUSION: 

. ]. But now to conclude the whole ( for indeed a great 
deal more might be enlarged: on this Subje&, 'but. have already 
mychexceeded;; by what was at firſt intended 'in this Expoſtu-: 
lation and: perſwalive, fc.) remember what the Apoſtle ten-.. 
derly exharts;unto.: Brethren (ſays he) if any Man be overtaken - 
in a fault, ye-which are Spiritual, reſtore, ( not _rejoyce, or in- 
ſalt over). ſach-a one : And how ? In the Spirit-of Meckneſs; 
nor then in the Spirit of Ruggedneſs, Harſhneſs, Uncharitable- 
neſs, Fc. And why ? Becauſe conſidering thy ſelf, leſt thou alſo 
be tempted ; 'bear ye one-anothers Burthens, and ſo fulfil the 
Royal Law, and with all Lowlineſs'agd Meekneſs, forbearing 
one another in love. 

IL, And aboveand beyond all,let us hear, hearken to and obey - + 
what our great and Bleſſed Lord and Maſter Chriſt Jeſus Com- 
mangs-us, Take my Yoke (faith he)wpon you, ard lqarn of me, for 
1 am Afeck and Lowly i= Heart ,- Mat. 11. 29. He is the bcll 
Maſter that ever was or can be, and a moſt bleſſed and profita- 
ble Leſſon for all to Learn, to be Meek and Lowly, and of a Pati- 
ent Spirit. Which all Chriſts Scholars, or ſuch as are Diſct- 
plined in his School, are inſtrufted in : And fays he Rs 
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A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another ; as 1 
have loved you, that ye alſo love one another. And in the next Verſe 
he preſles the ſame again, ard have peace one with another, Te bave 
heard it bath been ſaid,” an Eye far an Eye, &c, but I ſay unto you 
reſiſt not evil; and be Mercifal, as your Father alſo is Merciful. 
Fudg 10t, att ſhall not be Fudged : Condemn not and ye ſhall not 

» Which muſt needs relate to unjuſt, ſower and 
uncharitable Judgment, c. as by theſe folowing words ; forgive 


3 Luke 6.35, and ye ſhall be: forgruen, and have Peace one with another. 


3. If all Friends -would bur look well at home, examine Mart- 
ters there Impartially, and mind the Proſperiry of Truth, and 
of the work: of God to be carried on in their own Hearts, and 
be more concerned to feel all that Judged down and wrought 
ont in themſelves by his pure eternal power, which is contrary 
to him and obſtructs their inward Peace, with himevere every 
one thns truly and daily exerciſed, as they ought to be, then 
certainly they would not look out ſo much at others, or be ſo 
Uncharitably Cenforious in their ſevere and harſh Judging 
and condemning of others, who poſlibly may be at laſt in the 
great day of the Lord, found to be more juſtifiedand approved 
of by him the great Judg of all, than they themſelves -may be ; 
For his ways and thoughts are not as Mans ways and -thoughts 
are, neither are his doings like unto Mortals but'as thereis as 
great, if not a greater Diſproportion, betwixt the one and the 
other, as there is diſtance between Heaven and Earth, ſo often- 
tentimesit has proved to be tod trne, that thoſe whom Men do 
Countenance, Rejea, Condemn and Judg as \Reprobates, may 


_ be Countenanced, Received, and Choſen of the Lord, And fo 


-on the contrary Hand whom Men may Commend, Cs. by God 
may be Diſcommended, Diſowned, &c. 

' And now the God of Love and Peace, grant a Recon- 
ciliation together amongſt all Friends, that do profeſs his Ho- 
ly, Peaceable Truth ; and that the Hearts of all may be ſincere- 
ly diſpoſed, and cordially inclined therevnto, that ſo we may 
all call upon his reverent pure Name, and ſerve him wth one 
Conſent ; and that being like minard one towards anather, according 
ro Chriſt Feſus, we may with one Mind and one Mouth glorify God, 
even the Father of our Lord Teſus Chriſt. Rom. 15.5, 6. This 
is the earneſt and fervent dekire of him, who is an impartial 


Friend and Well-wiſher to all. R. S. 
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P OSTSOERFEÞ 


Containing an Advertiſement , with ſome-. 
thing further relating to the aforeſaid FE.x- 


poſtulation, vc. 


I B* pleaſed to Obſerve (Friendly Reader )in order to prevent any 

groundleſs miſapprehenſions, and to remove mitakes, That 
notmithanding of what is ſo largely expreſſed, as with reſpe# to a 
meek, charitable bearirg and fergroing each other, &c, we do not 
however in the leaſt hereby_intend that whatever bath appeared, doth 
or may appear in any that is manifeſtly contrary to , and jncoſiſtent 
with the Holy, Pure Trath profeſſed amongſt us, ought t0 be Con- 
rived at, or Countenanced,without a faithful Teftimony given forth 
againit the ſame, according to Goſpel order , as likeniſe even 
againſt thoſe who do alt above their proper Sphere, and out of their 
places in the Concerns of Truth, by exalting themſelves beyond their 
Stations jn the Church of Chriſt, in which the Lord hath placed them, 
and in all bumility ought to abide, and in lowlineſs of mind therein 
keep, but by departing therefrom, as too many have done in all Ages, 
and as in this of ours ſome do, hath cauſed much trouble and exer- 
ciſes to the Loras People, and hath been one of the chiefeſt occaſions 
of the Diviſtons, Contentions, Strifes and Animoſuties amongſt them; 
ſuch ought to be Cautioned and Adviſed, and alſo Warned of the 
great Hurt and Prejudice they do in many reſpetts, both to themſelves 
and others, and if they continue ſtiff and obſtinate, and inſtead of 
receiving the tender Council and Admonition from any Friend, or 
Friends, concerned in the Love of God, to give the ſame, thiy ra- 
ther grow higher minded and more into ſelf Exaltation, Concetted- 
neſs, and ſpiritual Pride, they are then to be zealouſly detefted and 
teſtified again#t : But ſtill we ſay all this ſhould be done in the Spirit of 
Love and Meekneſs, and with true Chriſtian Prudence and Diſ- 
cretion, and nothing given away to harbour in the leaſt any Perſo- 
nal Prejudice or Enmity on the one hand , {which is to be as care- 
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y watched againit as Partiality or Hypocriſie, two great Evils 

os 7 ready K- the other hand to creep in. ) Fs 5 
Il. That ſo upon the Reforming, growſng better, and mending 
what has been amiſs in ary upon any account, there may be both a 
friendly and kind receiving and embracing one an orher again into 
true Love , Friendſhip and Unity , and alſo in that ſweet 
Chriſtian ard Charitable frame of ſpirit, forgive whats paſt, and 
never upbraid or remember it any more againſ# them, It 1s ſaid in 
Eccleſ.i28. 2, 3. Forgive thy Neighbour the hurt that be hath done 
rnto thee, ſo ſhall thy Sins be forgiven , when thou prayeſt . One Man 
bearath barred again another, and doth he ſeek pardon from the 
Lord ? he ſheweth no mercy to a Man that is like himſelf, and doth 
be ask forgzveneſs of his own Sins? 

5-e Char. UI, There is nothing ( as Charron well obſerves ) ſo honourable 
rons Book 45 to know how to Pardon : To give Grace, to Remit and Forgive, 
of wiſdom . belongeth to a Soveraign Prince, if thou wilt be a King of King them- 
chap. 34+ ſelves, do an 4tt that may become a King : Pardon freely, be Gra- 
PIE 194- 1505 rowards him that offendeth thee: But indeed if God were not 
more merciful and favourable, of Hoee Compaſſion and Pity to- 
wards 1, than we are often towards one another, alas who then could 
be ſaved? For have we not all greatly grieved and provoked him, | I 
much more than any can provoke or grieve us ? Is it not very unbeco- 
ming for usto be Quarrelling and bt Implacable one towards another 
when be is both willing and ready to be Keconciled to, and at Peace 
with us, after ſuch innumerable Tranſgreſſions againſt him, which 
we all bave been found guilty off Come Friends , ſeeing then he is 
fo ready to forgive m (upon a ſincere Repentance ) all our former 
provecations , Let ws therefore alſo forgive one another ve Reconciled 

unto, and at Peace one with another, 

IV. As aljo we deſire it may be obſerved, that we plead for no 
other Unity, Peace , Concord or Reconciliation with any, but 
that which we believe to be conſiftent, with , and agreeable to the 
Truth, even that which the Holy * Apoſtles exborted alt to end:avour 
after and.to be found in, which is the Unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of Peace. And that is both much more comprehenſive, and of grea- ; 
rer weight, than many either nuderſtand, or would have it to be, This 
bleſſed Unity, &c.c which ſtands in Righteouſmeſs, we really deſire 
forever to Prize, and de value above and beyond all other Onities or 

| ; Uniform» 
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hn. neg ND. in ood. we are and. hope ever to be in 
my ( iniveGro Wit Fai Sincere and Upright 

hearted People of God every where. _ | FIIk: 

V. And we know that the True Spiritual , Inviſible Fellowſhip 
and Commurion of Saints ( which conſiteth in the Divine Light or 
Spirit of Chrift Jeſus ) is not. Confined to any External Uiſible Form, 
GC. For as ). Hales of Eaton, « Worthy and Learned Man well See bis 
obſerves, that it is the Unity of the Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, G9iden Ree | + 
and not the Identity ( or oneneſs ) of Conceit which the Holy Ghoſt _—_ 4 
requires of at the Hands of Chriſtians, &c. Concerning which 492 59s Lk 
much - more might be ſaid , but lit this ſuffice for thepreſent, 
baving enlarged already far beyond what was firft intended. 

The Reader is alſo deſired to obſerve, that what is expreſſed in the 
. aforeſaid, concerningHeats, Animoſities, Prejudices, GC. one a- 
$ain#t another, only Relates ro thoſe amongſt Friends and ſuch places, 
where the Unhappy and ſad Difference hath fallet out, as in this and- 
Jome other parts. : | 

VI. So ſhall Conclude all as in the Beginning of the Preface, =_— 
with the  Apoitles advice ; Let all your thin s be done with Charity ; : feds Wo 
and. follow after it. Concerning which one of the Antients ſpake very 1, _ 3 
excellently : For unprofitably ( ſaith he ) hath he ally who wants that - 
one (Viz. Charity) whereby he ſhould uſe all ; and how great 1s Love? 3 
for if that be wanting all other Graces loſe their Grace; but if preſent, 
all are profitable. | Z 

VII. And as we find the Holy Apoſtles did neither affef# nor ſeek of 
Men Glory, neither, ſays Paul, to the believing T hellalonians,of you, r Theſ. 2; 
mor yet of others ;, neither at any time uſed we flattering words : S0 5: © 
likewiſe he tells them, but we were Gentle amongit you, even 45 4 
Nurſe Cherifheth ber Children. And according to this their Prattice 
they exhorted others as in, Titus 3. 2. To ſpeakevil of no Man, 
to be no Brawlers, but gentle, ſhewing all meeknels unto all .-Y 
Men. Ard in 2 Tim. 24- It is ſaid, the Servant of the Lord 99erve this» 7 
muſt-not ſtrive, but be gentle unto all -Men, apt to teach, **: I 
' Patient in Meekneſs, inſtructing thoſe that oppoſed themſelves 
&c. nor muſt be ſelf-willing, nor - ſoon” angry, &c. Theſe Dine 
Bleſſed Qualifications ought all that profeſs to be Miniſters, * and fol 
lowers of Chrift feſus tobe Endowed with, who ſhould alſo walk 


worthy of the Vocation, unto which they are called, with all 
gx: humbleneſs 


( 


—T 


O 8. 
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humblenefs of mind and meekneſs;and with Long-ſuffering and 
Patience,. &c. Forbearing' ( or as ſome read it Supporting Yone 
another through,or in Love. 


THE END. 
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